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Session	  Outline	  

•  Introduc+ons	  (5	  minutes)	  
•  Communi+es	  of	  Innova+on	  Research	  Overview	  (10	  

minutes)	  
•  Minneapolis,	  MN	  (25	  minutes)	  
•  Cabarrus	  County,	  NC	  (25	  minutes)	  
•  Audience	  Q&A	  (25	  minutes)	  
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Goal	  	  
Enhance	  food	  security	  while	  ensuring	  sustainable	  and	  
economically	  viable	  agriculture	  and	  food	  producGon	  
	  
Approach	  	  
Build	  capacity	  of	  local	  governments	  to	  improve	  community	  
food	  systems	  to	  benefit	  small	  and	  mid-‐sized	  farmers	  and	  
underserved	  community	  residents	  through	  planning	  and	  
policy	  
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Lead	  Inves+gator	  

•  Samina	  Raja,	  University	  
at	  Buffalo	  

•  Jill	  Clark,	  Ohio	  State	  
University	  

•  Julia	  Freedgood,	  
American	  Farmland	  Trust	  

•  Kimberley	  Hodgson,	  
Cul+va+ng	  Healthy	  Places	  

Co-‐Inves+gators	  



Team	  and	  Partners	  
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RESEARCH 
 

Three	  Integrated	  Strategies	  

EDUCATION 
 

POLICY	  AND	  PRACTICE 
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Communi+es	  of	  Innova+on	  

Communi+es	  where	  local	  governments	  are…	  
	  
•  SupporGng	  agriculture	  and	  community	  food	  producGon	  
•  PromoGng	  community	  food	  security	  	  
•  ConnecGng	  farmers	  with	  community	  residents	  to	  improve	  

agricultural	  viability	  AND	  community	  food	  security	  

…through	  planning,	  public	  policy	  and	  public	  funds	  
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Defini+ons	  

•  Community	  food	  produc+on	  
–  efforts	  to	  grow,	  raise,	  and	  harvest	  crops,	  raise	  animals,	  fish,	  hunt,	  or	  

forage	  food	  for	  human	  consumpGon	  in	  urban,	  suburban	  and	  rural	  areas	  
•  Community	  food	  security	  

–  the	  availability,	  access,	  affordability,	  and	  supply	  of	  healthy	  and	  culturally	  
acceptable	  food	  for	  residents	  within	  a	  community,	  parGcularly	  underserved	  
residents	  in	  urban,	  suburban,	  and	  rural	  areas.	  

•  Public	  policy	  
–  a	  course	  of	  government	  acGon	  or	  inacGon	  in	  response	  to	  public	  problems,	  

including	  the	  development,	  adopGon	  and	  implementaGon	  of	  plans,	  
regulaGons,	  resoluGons,	  charters,	  guidelines,	  programs,	  projects,	  and	  
funding	  decisions	  
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Jurisdic+on	   State	   Census	  Region	   Government	  Type	  

Lancaster	  County	   PA	   Northeast	   County	  

Philadelphia	   PA	   Northeast	   Municipality	  

New	  York	   NY	   Northeast	   Municipality	  

Atlanta	   GA	   South	   Municipality	  

BalGmore	   MD	   South	   Municipality	  

Cabarrus	  County	   NC	   South	   County	  

Cleveland/Cuyahoga	  County	   OH	   Midwest	   Municipality/County	  

Lawrence/Douglas	  County	   KS	   Midwest	   Municipality/County	  

Minneapolis	   MN	   Midwest	   Municipality	  

Multnomah	  County	   OR	   West	   County	  

San	  Francisco	  City	  &	  County	   CA	   West	   Municipality/County	  

Seable	   WA	   West	   Municipality/County	  

Communi+es	  of	  Innova+on	  –	  12	  Urban	  	  
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Jurisdic+on	   State	   Census	  Region	   Government	  Type	  

Cass	  County	   IA	   Midwest	  	   County	  

VT	   Northeast	  

CO	   West	  

MI	   Midwest	  

WV	   South	  

MN	   Midwest	  

Communi+es	  of	  Innova+on	  –	  6	  Rural	  
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Preliminary	  Observa+ons	  

•  Local	  governments	  are	  strengthening	  their	  local	  food	  
systems	  using	  a	  variety	  of	  tools:	  
–  Plans	  
–  Laws	  and	  ordinances	  
–  ResoluGons,	  moGons,	  orders,	  and	  direcGves	  
–  Standards	  and	  guidelines	  
–  Public	  programs	  and	  projects	  
–  Public	  funding	  decisions	  (including	  staffing)	  
–  Public-‐private	  partnerships	  
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•  Plans	  	  
–  Comprehensive,	  sustainability,	  food	  system,	  agriculture,	  food	  

security	  
•  Laws	  and	  ordinances	  

–  food	  policy	  and	  agriculture	  councils,	  coaliGons,	  advisory	  commibees	  
–  farm	  sales,	  farm	  stand,	  farmers	  market,	  and	  mini	  market	  ordinances	  
–  transfer	  of	  development	  rights	  ordinances	  
–  mobile	  market	  and	  vending	  ordinances	  
–  urban	  agriculture	  zoning	  and	  animal	  control	  ordinances	  

•  Resolu+ons,	  mo+ons,	  orders,	  and	  direc+ves	  
–  city	  council/board	  of	  commissioners	  local	  food	  iniGaGves	  
–  food	  procurement	  policies	  

•  Standards	  and	  guidelines	  
–  public	  agency	  food	  procurement	  standards	  and	  guidelines	  

(purchasing,	  preparaGon	  and	  serving)	  
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•  Public	  programs	  and	  projects	  
–  community	  gardening	  and	  urban	  agriculture	  programs	  
–  farmers	  market	  double	  value	  redempGon	  programs	  
–  farm	  to	  insGtuGon	  programs	  and	  technical	  assistance	  
–  food	  hubs	  (and	  other	  food	  infrastructure)	  
–  community	  supported	  agriculture	  local	  government	  staff	  programs	  
–  watershed	  agricultural	  programs	  

•  Public	  funding	  decisions	  	  
–  specialized	  funds	  (sustainable	  agriculture,	  community	  garden,	  

irrigaGon)	  
–  grants	  (infrastructure,	  technical	  assistance,	  etc.)	  
–  staff	  posiGons	  (agricultural	  economic	  development,	  food	  policy	  

coordinator,	  urban	  farming	  program)	  
–  tax	  and	  other	  financial	  incenGves	  (reduced	  property	  taxes;	  property	  

tax	  exempGons;	  etc.)	  
–  public-‐private	  partnerships	  (farms	  and	  food)	  
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Communi+es	  of	  Innova+on	  |	  Deep	  Dive	  

•  Minneapolis,	  MN	  (Jane	  Shey)	  
–  Context	  –	  food	  system	  opportuniGes	  &	  challenges	  
–  Public	  policy	  soluGons	  
–  Lessons	  learned	  	  

•  Cabarrus	  County,	  NC	  (Aaron	  Newton)	  
–  Context	  –	  food	  system	  opportuniGes	  &	  challenges	  
–  Public	  policy	  soluGons	  
–  Lessons	  learned	  	  
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Minneapolis,	  MN	  

•  Popula+on	  (392,880) 	  	  
•  Median	  Household	  Income	  ($48,881) 	  	  
•  Poverty	  Rate	  (22.5%) 	   	  	  
•  White	  alone	  (63.8%)	  
•  Black	  alone	  (18.6%)	  
•  Hispanic	  or	  La+no	  (10.5%) 	  	  
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Cabarrus	  County,	  NC	  

•  Popula+on	  (184,498) 	  	  
•  Median	  Household	  Income	  ($54,280) 	  	  
•  Poverty	  Rate	  (11.9%) 	   	  	  
•  White	  alone	  (78.8%) 	  	  
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Growing	  Food	  Connec+ons	  Policy	  Database	  
hjp://growingfoodconnec+ons.org/tools-‐resources/policy-‐database/	  




