
Federal, State and Local Policy 

Initiatives to support 

Local/Regional Food Systems



National Policy
2009 –Secretary Vilsack initialized the “Know 
Your Farmer, Know Your Food” Initiative.  

One of four pillars to revitalize our rural 
economy/create jobs – formalized role of ‘local 
foods’ in ‘local economies’.

– Connect producers with new opportunities in local 
and regional marketing and sales.

– Over 30 USDA technical and funding programs 
supported nearly 3,000 projects nationwide.                



 Website: One‐stop shop for financial 
and technical assistance resources from 
USDA to grow your local food enterprise 
www.usda.gov/knowyourfarmer

 The Compass: How USDA resources 
are put to work in your community 
www.usda.gov/kyfcompass

 The Compass Map: See what’s 
funded in your community and learn 
how others are using USDA programs

www.usda.gov/knowyourfarmer

Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food:
‐ Resources for Navigating USDA ‐



Includes data on:
 USDA‐funded local food projects

 Farmers markets, food hubs, 
and other “context data” 
gathered by USDA agencies

 Projects and resources from       
9 other Federal Departments

The KYF Compass Map

www.usda.gov/kyfcompass



www.usda.gov/knowyourfarmer

Find Resources to Fit the Need



Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food:
‐ Resources for Navigating USDA ‐

www.usda.gov/knowyourfarmer



Many definitions for ‘local/regional food 
systems’, ‘food hubs’, etc. – one key outcome 
is the local economic impact.

Average – each hub supports 20 jobs and 
nearly $4 million in annual sales.(MSU)

Multiplier effect of up to $1.63 or every dollar 
of final demand for food hub products 
generates an additional $.63 in related 
industrial sector. (Cornell study).



Today
• Over 300 food hubs operating

• 8,400 Farmers Markets operating
-- 5,000 accept EBT/SNAP –

expanding healthier food choices.

• Local schools spent over $385 
million/$1.6 million in KY on local 
foods (2011-12 school year).



Impact of New Farm Bill
• Sets aside 5% of business loan guarantee funds for ‘local foods’;

• Triples funding for local food enterprises (Farmers Market/Local 
Food Promotion programs);

• Restores Beginning Farmer/Rancher Development funding;

• Authorizes USDA participation with Treasury (CDFI)/HHS in the 
Healthy Food Financing Initiative (reduce food deserts); and

• Continues microloan program for smaller producers.

• Adds option for expanding Value-Added Producer Grant purposes 
to local foods (hubs, other venues for supporting local producers)



Appalachian Regional Commission
• Kentucky Food System Tour (May 2014)

• Local Foods/Local Places (w/EPA/USDA)

• Bon Appétit Appalachia
(tourism mapguide) 



USDA Facilitating Discussions in 
Eastern Kentucky

• Quarterly meetings with local, state, Federal, 
educational and non-profit organizations
– Focus on local food economy opportunities and 

challenges in eastern KY. 
– Two working groups: ‘Project Development 

Group’ and ‘Increasing Local Consumption and 
Healthy Diet’. 

– An outcome of discussions -- KY established its 
first summer feeding site at a farmers’ market in 
the Promise Zone (Letcher County)



Kentucky Policy
• Governor  and First Lady Beshear strongly 

support local foods:

– Kentucky Agriculture Council’s 5-year strategic 
plan – incorporates role of local foods in overall 
strategy for the Commonwealth.

– Governor’s Garden - GreenTeam

– Governor’s Local Issues Conference – two 
sessions on ‘local foods’ – increased interest by 
local government officials on how to integrate into 
community and build local food economies.



Shaping Our Appalachian Region

• Congressman Rogers/Governor Beshear

• Regional: ARC/East Kentucky-53 counties

• 1,500-1,700 attended summit – Dec. 2013
– ARC/USDA supported conference



• 10 Working Groups, including: Agriculture, 
Community and Regional Foods, Natural 
Resources. 

• Recommendation: 1-3 years – invest in 
local/regional food systems:
– Increase income of producers/entrepreneurs
– Stimulate Community Development/Infrastructure
– Improve access to Healthier Food Choices
– Greater Food Security
– Youth engagement
– Capture emerging Culinary/Agritourism trends



• Ag Development Fund: (Est. 2000 with 
Kentucky's Master Settlement Agreement 
Funds) – Examples:

– $50,000 for Carlisle County Extension District 
Board to purchase kitchen and audio-visual 
equipment for value-added operations

– Louisville/Jefferson County Metro Government 
was approved for $120,000

– Mapping of Agriculture Industry - resources



• Kentucky Proud

– Homegrown by Heroes/Growing Warriors

– Appalachian Proud

– Restaurant Rewards (20% of purchase cost, up 
to $12k annually)

Every $1 invested in KY Proud returned $4.70 in 
new farm income (2008 UK study)



Community Policy
• Louisville Farm to Table – identified local food 

markets  – 1st KY city to establish coordinator  

• East Kentucky Farm to Table (2014)
– Pastured Poultry – Farm to School
– ‘Face to Food’ Local Food Crawl  
– Double Dollars/SNAP at Farmers’ Market

• Lexington – Hired Coordinator in August 2014
– 6 surrounding counties – focus: infrastructure, 

capacity building, projects and partnerships 



• UK – Food Connection 
– $5 million public-private partnership   

•
– Started in Southeast Kentucky in 2010
– Now four states: KY, TN, VA and WVA
– 25 partner sites in 39 counties (2013)

• More than 1,500 families and 50 community 
gardens. 

• Fed 19,500 people growing over 1,151,000 
pounds of food.



Kentucky’s Local/Regional Foods Movement  
is GROWING!!! 



Tim McNeilly
USDA Rural Development Coordinator for 

Kentucky
606-864-2172 ext. 133

timothy.mcneilly@ky.usda.gov


