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Dane County, Wisconsin 





Land Evaluation 



Rural Land Use 



Market Value of 
Agricultural Products 

Total market value: 
$471,599,000 

Commodity 
Group 

WI Rank in 
 $ value 

U.S. 
Percentile 
in $ value 

All 
products 

1 96% 

Crops 2 92% 

Livestock, 
dairy & 
animal 
prods. 

4 97% 

Source: US Census of Agriculture, USDA 

205,193 

161,955 

59,977 

10,866 

10,181 

7,590 5,148 4,138 
5,882 

Market Value of Products Sold 2012 ($1,000)  

Milk and other dairy products
from cows

Grains, oilseeds, dry beans,
and dry peas

Cattle and calves

Other animals and other
animal products

Nursery, greenhouse,
floriculture, and sod

Hogs and pigs

Other crops and hay

Vegetables, melons, potatoes,
and sweet potatoes

All other commodites



Economically Significant 
Products 2012 

VALUE OF SALES BY COMMODITY GROUP 
($1,000) 

Market 
Value 

State 
Rank US Percentile 

Milk and other dairy products from cows 205,193 5 98.7% 

Grains, oilseeds, dry beans, and dry peas 161,955 1 88.9% 

Cattle and calves 59,977 4 92.6% 

Other animals and other animal products 10,866 4 99.6% 

Nursery, greenhouse, floriculture, and sod 10,181 5 90.3% 

Hogs and pigs 7,590 3 83.0% 

Other crops and hay 5,148 10 81.3% 
Vegetables, melons, potatoes, and sweet 
potatoes 4,138 23 85.2% 

Poultry and eggs 2,253 17 70.5% 

Tobacco 1,460 1 64.7% 

Fruits, tree nuts, and berries 1,111 20 83.5% 
Cut Christmas trees and short rotation woody 
crops 555 7 96.1% 

Sheep, goats, and their products 503 17 94.2% 

Source: US Census of  
Agriculture, USDA 



Emerging Products 



Land Use Trends 



Dane County Farmland 
Preservation Milestones 

õ 1968: Dane County RPC established 
õ 1973: Dane County Land Use Plan adopted, introduces Urban Service Areas and 

     Environmental Corridors 
õ 1977: WI Legislature passes Farmland Preservation Act 
õ 1978: County Board adopts exclusive ag zoning; 6 towns adopt 
õ 1979: Dane County RPC designated water quality planning agency 
õ 1982: County Board adopts Dane County Farmland Preservation Plan; 26 towns              

      have exclusive ag zoning 
õ 1994: Dane County Dept. of Planning & Development Established 
õ 1995: 29 towns w/ A-1(ex) zoning 
õ 1995: WI Legislature passes Agricultural Use-Value Assessment Law 
õ 1997: Town of Dunn adopts PDR program 
õ 1999: WI Legislature adopts Comprehensive Planning Law 
õ 2005: Town of Windsor adopts PDR program 
õ 2007: Dane County RPC dissolved by Governor, replaced by Capital Area RPC 
õ 2007: County Board adopts Dane County Comprehensive Plan 
õ 2009: WI Legislature adopts Working Lands Initiative 
õ 2010: County Board adopts TDR ordinance; all communities have comprehensive 

      plans. 
õ 2011:  WI Legislature eliminates FPZ rezone penalty; defunds state PACE grants 
õ 2012: County Board adopts revised Dane County Farmland Preservation Plan,  
      certified by the state Department of Agriculture. 
õ 2014: Certification deadline for revised Dane County Farmland Preservation      

      Zoning ordinance 
 



Farmland Preservation: 
The Building Blocks 

Comprehensive Planning 

Capital 
Planning 

Parks & 
Open 
Space 

Planning 

PDR 

Water Quality 
Planning 

Urban 
Service 
Areas 

Resource 
& Environ. 
Corridors 

Zoning & Land 
Division Regulation 

General 
Zoning 

Farmland Preservation Planning 

Farmland Preservation 
Zoning 

TDR Density 
Caps 

Agricultural 
Enterprise 

Areas 

Farmland 
Preservation 
Tax Credits 

Land & Water 
Conservation 

Planning 

Cost-Share 

Agriculture  
Economic 

Development 



Intergovernmental 
relations 

• State of WI 
• Dane County 
• 34 towns 
• 19 villages 
• 8 cities 
_____________ 
 
63 units of gov’t 





Dane County Farmland 
Preservation Zoning 

õ Districts: 
õ A-1 (exclusive agriculture) > 35 acres 
õ A-4 (small acreage agriculture) < 35 acres 
õ A-B (agricultural business) 

õ Permitted Uses: 
õ Agricultural uses 
õ Agricultural accessory uses 
õ Agriculture-related businesses (A-B only) 
õ Natural resource uses 

õ Prohibited Uses:  
õ Any nonfarm development 

õ Total acres zoned:  466,514 acres 



Density Caps 
õ How many times can I rezone for nonfarm development? 
õ Established in town/county comprehensive plans 
õ Varies from town to town: 1: 35, 1: 40, 1: 75 
õ Baseline date for farm acreage, usually 1970’s or 1980’s 
õ Not a minimum lot size 
õ Enforced with deed restrictions 
 

First RH-1 
lot:  
Petition 
8158 

Second 
RH-1 lot: 

DR DR DR 

97.3 acres in A-
1(ex)zoning. 
Deed restricted against 
further division or 
rezone. 

103.95 acres / 35 = 2.97 



Urban Service Areas 

• Based on sewer system expansion 
• Part of Water Quality Plan 
• Approved by CARPC & WI DNR 





City of Madison 
õ #1 Greenest City in America 

Nerdwallet, April 2014  
õ #1 Most Compact Mid-Sized City in U.S. (13th in U.S. Overall) 

Smartgrowthamerica.org 
õ Madison Ranked #6 Bike-Friendly City 

Bicycling Magazine, June 2012 
õ Dane County Farmer's Market #1 

The Huffington Post, July 24, 2009 
õ Madison Ranked #8 in Happiest, Healthiest Cities in America 

Prevention.com, September 2013  
õ #1 Best College Football Towns 

NCAA, September 2014 
õ #7 in Top 50 U.S. Swim Cities 

USA Swimming, August 2014 
õ #1 in Top 100 Places to Live 

Livability.com, September 2014 
õ #7 in 2014's Gayest Cities in America 

Advocate.com, January 2014 
õ Madison Named 3rd Best City for Young Professionals 

Forbes, July 2011 
õ Madison #4 in Top 10 Midsize US Metro Areas for Quality of Life 

Portfolio.com, June 2010 
õ UW-Madison Ranks #13 Nationwide in Public Universities 

U.S. News & World Report 
õ Best American Beer Fest 

Esquire Magazine, August 2011 
õ Finest Farm-to-Table Dining 

Four Seasons of Food Blog, February 2014  
õ #8 Best City to Raise a Family 

Parenting Magazine, July 2012 
 

 

http://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/cities/greenest-cities-america/?repeat=w3tc
http://www.smartgrowthamerica.org/documents/measuring-sprawl-2014.pdf
http://www.bicycling.com/ride-maps/featured-rides/6-madison-wi
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/07/13/top-10-farmers-markets-in_n_230440.html?slidenumber=3%23slide_image
http://www.prevention.com/mind-body/emotional-health/25-happiest-healthiest-cities-america
http://www.ncaa.com/video/football/2014-09-09/fbs-high-five-best-college-football-towns
http://www.usaswimming.org/DesktopDefault.aspx?TabId=2629&Alias=Rainbow&Lang=en
http://livability.com/best-places/top-100/2015
http://www.advocate.com/print-issue/current-issue/2014/01/06/2014s-gayest-cities-america?page=0,9
http://host.madison.com/wsj/news/opinion/editorial/article_312315c6-ad9f-11e0-9038-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.portfolio.com/slideshows/2010/06/Top-10-Midsize-US-Metro-Areas
http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges/rankings/national-universities/top-public
http://www.esquire.com/the-side/food-and-drink/best-beer-festivals-2011?click=main_sr%23fbIndex8
http://fourseasonsoffood.com/blueberry-orange-pancakes-mac-n-cheese-pizza-one-of-the-nations-finest-farm-to-table-dining-experiences/
http://www.parenting.com/gallery/best-cities-to-raise-a-family-2012?view=home&pnid=558895


Epic Systems 

• Medical records software firm 
• Originally a Madison start-up 
• Moved to outskirts of Verona 
• 950-acre campus with real 

estate holdings of perhaps $1 
billion 

• 8,100 employees and growing 
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Challenges and Risks 
õ Future of Regional Planning / Urban Service Areas 
õ Water Quality – phosphorus is the enemy 

õ Manure runoff 
õ Urban runoff 
õ Treatment vs. carrying capacity limits 

õ Climate Change 
õ More floods 
õ More droughts 
õ Exacerbation of water quality and other environmental 

issues 
õ Changes in farming practices and markets 

õ CAFO’s 
õ Displacement of family farms 
õ Maintaining “critical mass” of farm acreage 
õ Commodity prices 

õ A Return to Sprawl? 
õ Can Madison and Dane County maintain its quality of 

life? 
õ State and  Local government, University and School 

District budget cuts 
õ A company town?  As goes Epic… 
õ Affordable housing / homelessness 
õ Persistent racial and socioeconomic inequities 

õ State law changes 
õ Who are the farmers of the future? 
õ Making new programs work 

õ AEA’s 
õ PACE 
õ TDR 

Projected Change in Frequency of 1” 
Precip. Events 

(days/decade) from 1980 to 2090 (A2) 



More Information 

õOn the web: 
õ www.countyofdane.com 

 
õ Brian Standing 
 Senior Planner 
 Room 116, City-County Building 
 Madison, WI, 53714 

 standing@countyofdane.com 
 608-267-4115 
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