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Planning for Agriculture and Food Systems Resource Index

The Planning for Agriculture and Food Systems Resource Index provides links to online
resources about local and regional food systems, including reports, plans, and agencies and
organizations. In most cases these resources are available on the Farmland Information Center
(FIC) Web site (www.farmlandinfo.org).
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LITERATURE
Background Information

A Primer on Community Food Systems: Linking Food, Nutrition and Agriculture
Cornell University, Cooperative Extension

A Vision for Good Food: Linking Community-based Food Systems to Healthy lowans and Healthy
Communities
Angie Tagtow, Value Chain Partnerships, 2008

Beyond the USDA: How Other Government Agencies Can Support a Healthier, More Sustainable Food

System
Maggie Gosselin, Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy, 2010

Coming in to the Foodshed
Jack Kloppenburg, Jr., John Hendrickson and G.W. Stevenson, Agriculture and Human Values, 1996

Community Food Systems: Strengthening Community Health and Economy
Virginia National Resources Leadership Institute, 2009

Comparing the Structure, Size, and Performance of Local and Mainstream Food Supply Chains
Robert P. King, Michael S. Hand, Gigi DiGiacomo, Kate Clancy, Miguel I. Gomez, Shermain D.
Hardesty, Larry Lev, and Edward W. McLaughlin, USDA Economic Research Service, 2010

Counties and Local Food Systems: Ensuring Healthy Foods, Nurturing Healthy Children
Casey Dillon, National Association of Counties, 2007

Direct and Intermediated Marketing of Local Foods in the United States
Sarah A. Low and Stephen Vogel, USDA Economic Research Service, 2011

Food in the Public Interest: How New York City’s Food Policy Holds the Key to Hunger, Health, Jobs
and the Environment
Jeni Clapp, Office of Manhattan Borough President Scott M. Stringer, 2009

Local Food Systems: Concepts, Impacts, and Issues
Steve Martinez, et al, USDA Economic Research Service, 2010

Making Changes: Turning Local Visions into National Solutions
Kate Clancy, Elizabeth Higgins and Lydia Oberholtzer, Henry A. Wallace Center for Agricultural &
Environmental Policy, 2001

Market Forces: Creating Jobs Through Public Investment in Local and Regional Food Systems
Jeffrey K. O’Hara, Union of Concerned Scientists, 2011

Possible Implications for U.S. Agriculture from Adoption of Select Dietary Guidelines
Jean C. Buzby, Hodan Farah Wells and Gary Vocke, USDA Economic Research Service, 2006

Putting a Face on Our Food: How State and Local Food Policies Can Promote the New Agriculture
Neil D. Hamilton, Drake University Law School, 2002
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Regional Food Hubs: Understanding the Scope and Scale of Food Hub Operations - Preliminary Findings
from a National Survey of Regional Food Hubs
Jim Barham, USDA Agricultural Marketing Service, 2011

Regional Food Systems Infrastructure
National Association of Development Organizations Research Foundation, 2011

Regionalist Approaches to Farm and Food System Policy: A Focus on the Northeast
Allen Hance, Kathy Ruhf and Alan Hunt, Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Working Group, 2006

Small Farms in the United States: Persistence Under Pressure
Robert A. Hoppe, James M. MacDonald, and Penni Korb, USDA Economic Research Service, 2010

The Case for Local and Regional Food Marketing
Molly Anderson, Farm and Food Policy Project, 2007

The Food System: A Potential Future
Michael Hamm, The C.S. Mott Group for Sustainable Food Systems at Michigan State University

Food System Assessments
Community Food Security and Food Gap Assessments
Closer to Home: Healthier Food, Farms and Families in Oklahoma

Maura McDermott, Wylie Harris, Doug Walton and Mary Penick, The Kerr Center for Sustainable
Agriculture, 2006

Food Access and Distribution Solutions: Five Strategies for Southern California
Vanessa Zajfen, The Center for Food Justice, Occidental College, 2008

Food Matters: Farm Viability and Food Consumption in Missoula
Neva Hassanein and Maxine Jacobson, Community Food Agriculture Coalition of Missoula County, 2004

Weaving the Food Web: Community Food Security in California
Jered Lawson, Community Food Security Coalition, 2002

Comprehensive Local and Regional Food System Assessments

A Food System Assessment for Oakland, CA: Toward a Sustainable Food Plan
Serena Unger and Heather Wooten, Oakland Mayor's Office of Sustainability, 2006

Assessing the San Diego County Food System: Indicators for a More Food Secure Future
Susan Ellsworth and Gail Feenstra, University of California, 2010

Food Connections: Capital Area Community Food Profile
Martin Heller, The C.S. Mott Group for Sustainable Food Systems

Food Systems: Portland Plan Background Report, Fall 2009
Amanda Rhoads and Heidi Guenin, City of Portland Bureau of Planning and Sustainability, 2009
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Fresh Food Distribution Models for the Greater Los Angeles Region: Barriers and Opportunities to
Facilitate and Scale Up the Distribution of Fresh Fruits and Vegetables
Vanessa Zajfen, The Center for Food Justice, Occidental College, 2008

Greater Philadelphia Food System Study
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, 2010

Growing Local: Expanding the Western North Carolina Food and Farm Economy
Laura D. Kirby, Charlie Jackson, and Allison Perrett, Appalachian Sustainable Agriculture Project,
2007

The Story County Local Food System: Issues and Opportunities
The Story County Zoning and Planning Department, 2008

The Diggable City, Phase Il: Urban Agriculture Inventory Findings and Recommendations
Amanda Rhoads, Paul Rosenbloom, Paul Sunderland, and Steve Cohen, Portland Multnomah Food
Policy Council, 2006

Foodshed Assessments

Local Foods: Estimating Capacity
David Timmons, Qingbin Lang and Daniel Lass, Journal of Extension, 2008

Placer County Foodshed Report
Shawn King and Gail Feenstra, UC Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program, 2001

Testing A Complete-Diet Model for Estimating the Land Resource Requirements of Food
Consumption and Agricultural Carrying Capacity: The New York State Example

Christian J. Peters, Jennifer L. Wilkins and Gary W. Fick, Renewable Agriculture and Food Systems,
2007

Think Globally, Eat Locally: San Francisco Foodshed Assessment
Ed Thompson, Jr., Alethea Marie Harper and Sibella Kraus, American Farmland Trust, 2008

Local Food Economy Assessments

Bringing Kentucky's Food and Farm Economy Home
Community Farm Alliance, 2003

Building Louisville’s Local Food Economy: Strategies for Increasing Kentucky Farm Income through
Expanded Food Sales in Louisville
Market Ventures Inc, 2008

Local Food Systems: Building Health and Wealth in Metro Denver
Ken Meter and Angie Tagtow, Metro Denver Health and Wellness Commission, 2008

Finding Food in Farm Country
Ken Meter and Jon Rosales, Community Design Center, University of Minnesota Experiment in
Rural Cooperation, and Crossroads Resource Center, 2001

Planning for Agriculture and Food Systems Resource Index 4


http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_search/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37353
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_search/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37353
http://farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_literature/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=38128
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_search/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37122
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_literature/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37280
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=39012
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37316
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_literature/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37389
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_literature/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37837
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_literature/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37837
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_literature/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37187
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=38999
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_search/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37121
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_search/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37121
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_literature/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37786
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_search/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=36879

?Aﬁ FARMLAND INFORMATION CENTER

Home Grown: The Economic Impact of Local Food Systems in New Hampshire
Matt Magnusson, Ross Gittell and James R. Carter, Food Solutions of New England, 2010

Ohio's Food Systems: Farms at the Heart of It All
Ken Meter, Crossroads Resource Center, 2011

The 25% Shift: The Benefits of Food Localization in Northeast Ohio and How to Realize Them
Brad Masi, Leslie Schaller and Michael H. Shuman, The Cleveland Foundation, 2010

The Economic Impacts of Fruit and VVegetable Production in Southwest lowa Considering Local and

Nearby Metropolitan Markets
Dave Swenson, Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture at lowa State University, 2010

The Economic Impacts of Increased Fruit and VVegetable Production and
Consumption in lowa: Phase Il
Dave Swenson, Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture, lowa State University, 2006

The Regional Economic Development Potential and Constraints in Local Foods
Development in the Midwest
Dave Swenson, Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture, 2010

Why Local Linkages Matter: Findings from the Local Food Economy Study
Viki Sonntag, Sustainable Seattle, 2008

Food Policy Councils

Food and Agriculture Policy Councils: What to Consider When Developing a Council
Pamela Roy, Farm to Table, 2003

Food Policy Councils: Lessons Learned
Alethea Harper, et al, Food First, 2009

Food System Plans

A Healthy Seasonal Local Food System Plan
lowa Corridor Food and Agriculture Coalition, 2010

A Plan for Atlanta's Sustainable Food Future
Atlanta Local Food Initiative, 2005

Central Ohio Food Assessment and Plan
Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission, 2010

Chicago: Eat Local, Live Healthy
Chicago Department of Planning and Development, 2006

Cultivating Resilience: A Food System Blueprint that Advances the Health of lowans, Farms and
Communities
Angie Tagtow and Susan Roberts, lowa Food Systems Council, 2011
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Eating Here: Greater Philadelphia's Food System Plan
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, 2010

FARMS Report: Future of Agriculture, Realizing Meaningful Solutions
King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks, 2009

Farm to Plate Strategic Plan: A 10-year Strategic Plan for Vermont’s Food System
Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund, 2011

FoodNYC: A Blueprint for a Sustainable Food System
Jeni Clapp, Office of Manhattan Borough President Scott M. Stringer, 2010

Food Works: A Vision for Improving NYC’s Food System
Sarah Brannen, The New York City Council, 2011

lowa Local Food and Farm Plan: Report to the lowa Legislature from the Leopold
Center of Sustainable Agriculture
Rich Pirog, Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture, lowa State University, 2011

Lessening the Distance Between Farm and Fork: Michigan Community Food Systems Initiative
Susan Cocciarelli, The C.S. Mott Group for Sustainable Food Systems, 2006

Local Food, Farms and Jobs: Growing the Illinois Economy
The lllinois Local and Organic Food and Farm Task Force, 2009

Promote Sustainable Local Food
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning, 2009

Repairing the Local Food System: Long-range Planning for People’s Grocery
Alethea Marie Harper, University of California, Berkeley, 2007

Rural-Urban Connections Strategy
Sacramento Area Council of Governments, 2011

St. Lucie Western Lands Study: Options and Opportunities for the Future
Jean Scott, 2010

Sustainable Marin: Nature, Built Environment and People
Alex Hinds, Marin County Community Development Agency, 2008

The Michigan Good Food Charter
Colasanti, K., et al, C.S. Mott Group for Sustainable Food Systems at Michigan State University, 2010

The Multnomah Food Action Plan - Grow and Thrive 2025 Community Action Plan: Local Action on
Health, Equity, Environment and Jobs in our Food System 2010 - 2025
Kat West, Multnomah County Office of Sustainability, 2010

The New Mainstream: A Sustainable Food Agenda for California for Review by the Roots of Change
Council and the Roots of Change Fund
Ellen Brady, Ecotrust, 2005
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Planning for Agriculture
Guides

A Planners Guide to Community and Regional Food Planning: Transforming Food Environments,
Facilitating Healthy Eating
Samina Raja, Branden Born, and Jessica Kozlowski Russell, American Planning Association, 2008

A Vision for Rhode Island Agriculture: Five-Year Strategic Plan
Ben Bowell and Cris Coffin, American Farmland Trust, 2011

Cultivating Maine's Agricultural Future: A Guide for Towns, Land Trusts, and Farm Supporters
Maine Farmland Trust and American Farmland Trust, 2011

From Farm to Fork: A Guide to Building North Carolina’s Sustainable Local Food Economy
Jennifer Curtis, A Center for Environmental Farming Systems, 2010

Planning for Agriculture: A Guide for Connecticut Municipalities
Ben Bowell, Glan-Carl Casa, Cris Coffin, American Farmland Trust and the Connecticut Conference
of Municipalities, 2008

Planning for Agriculture in New York: A Toolkit for Towns and Counties
David Haight and Diane Held, American Farmland Trust, 2011

Planning for an Agricultural Future: A Guide for North Carolina Farmers and Local Governments
American Farmland Trust, 2007

Planning to Eat: Innovative Local Governments Plans and Policies to Build Healthy Food Systems in
the United States
Kailee Neuner, Sylvia Kelly and Samina Raja; Buffalo, SUNY Buffalo, 2011

Policy Guide on Community and Regional Food Planning
American Planning Association, 2007

Report of the Blue Ribbon Commission on Land Conservation
Commission on Land Conservation, 2009

State Plans

A Statewide Plan for Agricultural Policy and Resource Management
American Farmland Trust, 2006

California Agricultural Vision: Strategies for Sustainability
Edward Thompson, American Farmland Trust, 2010

AGENCIES AND ORGANIZATIONS

American Planning Association

National

The American Planning Association is an independent, not-for-profit educational organization that
provides leadership in the development of vital communities by advocating excellence in community
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planning, promoting education and citizen empowerment, and providing the tools and support necessary
to meet the challenges of growth and change. APA's Food Interest Group (FIG) is a coalition of APA
members interested in or actively engaged in food system planning at the local, regional, state, or national
level.

ATTRA

National

ATTRA — National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service, formerly known as Appropriate
Technology Transfer for Rural Areas, is managed by the National Center for Appropriate Technology
(NCAT) and is funded under a grant from the USDA’s Rural Business-Cooperative Service. It provides
information and other technical assistance to farmers, ranchers, Extension agents, educators, and others
involved in sustainable agriculture in the United States.

Center for Integrated Agricultural Systems at the University of Wisconsin

Madison, Wisconsin

The Center for Integrated Agricultural Systems (CIAS) is a research center at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison’s College of Agricultural and Life Sciences. It is part of the Wisconsin Institute for
Sustainable Agriculture. The CIAS was created in 1989 to build the University of Wisconsin’s sustainable
agriculture research programs that respond to farmer and citizen needs and to help set research agendas.

Community Food Security Coalition

Portland, Oregon (National)

The Community Food Security Coalition (CFSC) is dedicated to building strong, sustainable, local and
regional food systems that ensure access to affordable, nutritious and culturally appropriate food for all
people at all times. CFSC seeks to develop self-reliance among all communities in obtaining their food
and to create a system of growing, manufacturing, processing, making available and selling food that is
regionally based and grounded in the principles of justice, democracy, and sustainability. The CFSC has
over 200 member organizations.

Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Serving the Greater Philadelphia region for more than 40 years, DVRPC works to foster regional
cooperation among city, county and state representatives to address key issues, including transportation,
land use, environmental protection and economic development. Through its “Eating Here: Greater
Philadelphia’s Food System Plan,” DVRPC seeks to increase the security and economic, social and
environmental benefits of the regional food system that feeds the nine-county region of Greater
Philadelphia— four counties in New Jersey and five counties in Pennsylvania.

Food First

Oakland, California

The Institute for Food and Development Policy, also known as Food First, is a “people’s” think tank. Its
mission is to end the injustices that cause hunger, poverty and environmental degradation throughout the
world. Food First carries out research, analysis, advocacy and education for informed citizen engagement
with the institutions and policies that control production, distribution and access to food.

Food Roots

Tillamook, Oregon

Food Roots exists to educate, empower and engage the people and communities of the North Oregon
Coast to grow a vibrant regional food system that is good for the people, the economy and the land.
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lowa Corridor Food and Agriculture Coalition

Amana, lowa

The lowa Corridor Food and Agriculture Coalition (ICFAC) is a diverse group of organizations, agencies,
and community members from the lowa Corridor Region that includes Benton, lowa, Johnson, Linn,
Tama, Poweshiek, Washington, Cedar and Jones counties. Its mission is to develop strategic partnerships
to revitalize a local food system within the lowa Corridor Region, the second fastest growing region in
lowa that includes the cities of lowa City and Cedar Rapids.

King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks

Seattle, Washington

The King County Department of Natural Resources and Parks (DNRP) works in support of sustainable
and livable communities and a clean and healthy natural environment. DNRP’s FARMS Report: Future of
Agriculture Realizing Meaningful Solutions (December, 2009) presents the findings of a study
determining what measures King County and other agencies should take to ensure the continued success
of its local agricultural economy.

Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food Initiative

National

This is a USDA-wide effort to create new economic opportunities by better connecting consumers with
local producers. It is also the start of a national conversation about the importance of understanding where
your food comes from and how it gets to your plate. Today, there is too much distance between the
average American and their farmer and we are marshaling resources from across USDA to help create the
link between local production and local consumption.

Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture

Ames, lowa (National)

The Leopold Center is a research and education center with statewide programs to develop sustainable
agricultural practices that are both profitable and conserve natural resources. Each of the three new
research initiatives—marketing and food systems, ecology, and policy—is responsible for its own
projects and educational events.

Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission

Columbus, Ohio

The Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC) is a voluntary association of local governments
serving central Ohio acting as a regional voice and a catalyst for sustainability and economic prosperity.
MORPC’s “Central Ohio Local Food Assessment and Plan,” released in 2010, supports a vision for the
local food system that would strengthen the local economy; ensure that fresh, safe, healthful, locally
produced food is accessible to people of all income levels; reduce the miles needed to distribute and sell
food; and preserve farmland by making agriculture more viable to area farmers.

Multnomah County Office of Sustainability

Portland, Oregon

A national leader in promoting sustainability, Multnomah County’s Office of Sustainability has led the
county’s efforts to adopt sustainable internal government operations and works to support sustainability
efforts in the community, providing leadership, education, policy analysis, project development and
accountability for the County’s sustainability efforts. Among its key efforts is the launching of the
Multnomah Food Initiative and development of the Multnomah Food Action Plan.
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http://www.iacorridor-localfood.org/
http://www.kingcounty.gov/environment/dnrp.aspx
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=29169
http://www.morpc.org/
http://web.multco.us/sustainability/
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Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Working Group (NESAWG)

Belchertown, Massachusetts (Regional)

NESAWG’s mission is to strengthen the work of its members by providing active support and assistance
in achieving shared food system goals. The NESAWG region includes Conn., Del., Maine, Md., Mass.,
N.H., N.J., N.Y, Pa,, R.l.,, Vt. and W. Va. It is one of five regional sustainable agriculture working groups
in the U.S.

Roots of Change

San Francisco, California

Roots of Change (ROC) is a collaboration of community, nonprofit, philanthropic, government and
business organizations. ROC provides resources to a diverse alliance of leaders and their institutions that
are unified by strategy and collaborate in pursuit of a sustainable food system in California by 2030.

Sacramento Area Council of Governments

Sacramento, California

The Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG) is an association of local governments in the
six-county Sacramento Region. SACOG provides transportation planning and funding for the region, and
serves as a forum for the study and resolution of regional issues. Its Rural-Urban Connections Strategy
(RUCS) is an economic and environmental sustainability strategy for the region’s rural areas that includes
an analysis of the infrastructure challenges facing agricultural production.

State and Local Food Policy Project

Des Moines, lowa (National)

Drake University Agricultural Law Center in collaboration with non-profit organizations and state and
local governments throughout the U.S. has developed an extensive initiative on food and agriculture
policy. Through a partnership with the USDA Risk Management Agency and the National Agricultural
Law Center, the State and Local Food Policy Project provides resources and support for the development
of food policy councils.

Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund

Montpelier, Vermont

The Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund (VSJV was created by the Vermont Legislature in 1995 to accelerate
the development of Vermont’s green economy. VSJV provides early stage grant funding, technical
assistance and loans to entrepreneurs, businesses, farmers, networks and others interested in developing
jobs and markets in the green economy.

TECHNICAL RESOURCES
Presentations

Planning for Greater Philadelphia’s Food System
Alison Hastings, Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, 2011

Building Local Food Systems
Brian Williams, Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission, 2011

A 10-year Plan for Vermont’s Food System
Erica Campbell, Vermont Sustainable Jobs Fund, 2011

Planning for Agriculture and Food Systems Resource Index 10


http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_technical_resources/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37334
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_technical_resources/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=36869
http://www.sacog.org/
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_technical_resources/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=36881
http://www.law.drake.edu/centers/agLaw/
http://www.rma.usda.gov/
http://www.nationalaglawcenter.org/
http://www.nationalaglawcenter.org/
http://www.vsjf.org/
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_technical_resources/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=39019
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_technical_resources/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=39019
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_technical_resources/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=39019
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Planning Tools

Is Your Town Planning a Future for Agriculture?
American Farmland Trust, 2005

Food System Planning: Municipal Implementation Tool #18
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, 2010

Seeding the City: Land Use Policies to Promote Urban Agriculture
Heather Wooten and Amy Ackerman, Public Health Law and Policy. 2011
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http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_literature/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=30856
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_literature/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=38512
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=39044

