Years of

‘Farmland Protection

by Jill Schwartz



iltv-five vesrs ago. Norm Ber beman his crusade 1o save

the nation’s farndand. His stralegy was o alk about

farmland protection toas many people as possible:
world leaders at conferences in Fans, eo-workers at LIS 1A
meetings n Washingron, TG and firmers and ranchers an
unfrrmal gatherings in his neihborhood collie sl

[ewas o Tonely anels ar nmes, difficult crusade. With few
exceptinns. lie was the onlv voiee for farmland pretection, his
tdens considered radical,

Berg is otill oo e crusacde, by T not alone aovinoee,
mince LYE0, when Ameriean Farmland "lruse was created and
the farmland protectinn movement besan picking up speesd,
Barg and the lew other ploncers have been joined by thonsands
of Brmland prateclion activises,

ST knvewe thiere Tiadd ro be sensible policies at some potnt and
I beliewed thar we conld ger oo than point savs Bevg, AFTs
seriur alvisor ainee L3S2 and g chureer AFT board member
=AE s what led us tothat poin”

Hitee it inr.:m]mrari;m on Aneuse L5, 980 AL ] has
plaved u leadership role in the farmland procection community.
Throueh rescarch, public education, Lind prog-
ects and poliey development, AF'L helps sel
the framework for famnland procecion, The
arganization works with all levels of govern-
menlall over the country,

Iaernland protection activisin is responsible
for crearing |9 stateslevel purchase of agricul-
tural comscrvation easement (PACE) programs.
dozens ol lecal PACE and lransfer ol develop-
ment rights programs, t ceeditand cght o
farm lasws in every seate, agricnliral conserva-
ticky wening ordinances, spricultaral Tand troses
aunel a growang nuober of ceealive prograns b
malee farming econonically viahle,

The result? Tandowners have mere options than thes did
2] wers aps when it comes o making decisions abine their
Faprn, Borest e gk s,

Conmecticut farmer Loty Jones is one person wheis Laking
firll advanmage of his optons. Heand Ris fanile hiave sold {ara
barpain sale) an agricultura] eonservation casement o the soane
ol Connectivut; dunated severl casements withe city of
Shelton (where they live), and completecl o like kind exchinge
thiat enaliled them o parchase 60 acres of farmland adjacent o
thir farm that were being cved for development. Thes are
members ol AR anel supporters ol their loal land truse As
helievers in frech, local procuce. all of the faad they grow s
stalel dircethy to consumers, whe pick the fond themselves.

W are dofog Wik Bocause we think w dane prosereing
ppportunities for voung people.” savs Jones, who farne his
laned with his sonand grandfather =And we are bemne as cre-
ative as possible with our opoons. On the urhan fringe, where
s are, e bappens o daned et dn mey prandpa’s
entive liferune. so yowhave toact gquicldy anel be creative”

The snccess of AFT, ane the fomland protection move-
renit ingeneral, is die Targely to g broader undearstanding of
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the mnltiple henefies of farmlanel. Dt U 19805, ATT s
main morvation fore saving Bnlad was to ensure il te
ation bad an adequace food sopply, Tn the 198905, 411 began
ghving muore altenton (o Lhe other assees of farmland, such as
protectng water quality, providing habila for wildlife, adding
heanry to the landseape and halaneing local buclgers.

sevend veurs o, AFT bemn promating the value of pro-
tected farmland i restoring arban communitics. AFT and the
LLS. Conference of Mayors twe working in partnership to make
more people aware af the fanm-city commection, *H secms so
olvious o that restoring cities takes the pressure off of farme
land, bat we missed that connection in the carly days.” savs
AFT Presicdent Ralph Grosa

Maryland made this connection in | 997 whex it createc it
Soart Growih Proseant, A mode] for the nataon, the program
targets infeasteucture dollies o urban arcas and provides find-
ing for preatecting Lo in rural communities.

With more people realizing why thev shonld care about
favmlaned. the Liemland proteeton constituency is growing,
That wmeans more partners: botly o leoms of nomber ared diver-
sive. ATT is working in partnership with the
Tk Walton Deague of America, Texas
Wialdlile Associaoon, Western Massachnsetts
Pood Bank and the Glevdand Dioeeses
Church in the City program, to name a few,

ealivng, which were enee ware of AFTs mis.
ston, particularly the idea ol perpotual aprienl-
izl CONEERTARG1 CASEMe1ts.

*Farm organizatinns really started o
chanwe whien they realized that casements are
an estite planning ol ® savs Rolert Wagner,
AFT assistant vice president for regional pro-
wrais, and @ L 3-year cmploves.

The Peonsylvanin dod Caliltenia farm bureans werve amnong
the first to speak out tor farmlane protection, mainly by lobhy-
ity for farmland protectinn programs in their states, '1he
Culorade Cuttlenien’s Association created an agriculnoral land
trust. T'he Michigan Farm Bureaw s following in Colaradin’s
foarsreps, and also hosts an annual bus tip w the mid-Atlane
toy provide Frrmers and policymnakers with real-life examples of
b Barmland proteetion worlks.

“Une of the bigoest diflerences between now and the early
dlays of farmland protection is that icwas dilficull to build pare-
norships carly ond®® Girosat aays. “We were not considered to be
credible and our issue was not considered to be leginmate. As
peapile wot bo ko s and as spraw] became more visible—
thar changed. and mare peaple were intrigued by whal we
wert deing,”

Another dilference is the change in public suppart for farm-
land protection, which has showed up most signilicantly at the
potls. Records are being hraken for the amount of money com
munidics wee investing i farmland protectinn peagrams, In the
November 100 election, volers in L0 states, 22 connties and
43 lacalities added an addioonal 87 billion o the pot [oe farm-

AFT alse is partnering more with faomm ergam
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laned amel epem space protectinn by
approving funding inittadves, This
tnclucles 31 Dillion in Mew Jersey, hull ol
wlich 1= for farmland protection.
Partnerships and pblic sapport
dnpire Geensstand Berg, whose effores
have been bolstered b the growing
strength of the movement, Grossi, o beof
cuttle farmer frean Mavin Connty,
Calilornia, whose plan was w o work us

AF17s preswclent oo three vears, 15 15

vears into the johvand excited alant the

the federal government. Through s 12
|'v:>.gimm] aned lielil offices, six of which
were opened inthe s vear, AFT works
weill slates aod lecalives o the oadon’s
winst threatened agriculooral areas, wlent
ficed inies 1997 repoer, = Farming an
the Kelpe™

llereinis a senrmary ol the watershed
frrmland protection events that have
occurred around the connrey over the Tase
20 s, will a broader dimeling begin-
g at the boteoo of s page.

oppartunicics that lie ahead, Berg, who
celebrated bus 81st Divthelay hig vear, con- YWest Coost
tiies to worlk on the ssue he las come w
ko s well. A Bandl ol highly prodoctive farmland
Altheugh AFT s missicnchas remained  rans almost continensly from the novth-
thee sarme over e last 20 vesrs, s oy
af operanon has changed, When founded,
AFT"s foens was at the federal level. Wik
o by AFT contribarted to the passage
al the lederal Farmland Protection Policy
Act i the THEL Darm Bl The ace

reguires federal agencies to hetter estimate

e tp ol Washinwlon Lo southern
Califoroti, The top ranking agricalwral
ariza in the conntey —Califrnia’s Centreal
Valley—is in this region, But the same
Lranned ol laned alsen 1 one of the nadion’s
fastest growing areas, Lhe three-stage
remion holds the recoed Tor the sreatest
U ipaet ol their actions upon prime number ol threatened agricultural areas
(tve] in the country,

Chrecon was the first West Coast state

farmland and coecoil unnecessary conver
siom, To TS5, an AT veport called =501l
Conservation in America: Whar Do We tor thike a major effoer to pracect its base
Huve to Lose?™ soruetured the debute that - of dhreawened pricultural land. In 1973,
ledl 1o the creation of the lederal Uhregom was the Lirst state in the countey
Conservatinn Reserve Progrom, Tive vears
later, AT'T Tougche fovra varicey of agricnl-
tural vongervation progeamg i e 1900
Farm Bl And 1 1956 the Faem Bill
included the ladmark federsl Farmland
Protection Program. 535 million of which

lunds the seguisition ol agricultaral con-

ection, As o resull, o than 16 mitllion

al use and all 240 cities in the state have
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SCTVALON ensements. An increase (o 565 apment anc pratecting Grmband, making

million is new being eonsidered Dy Chregon the “poster child” for regulatary
) r, PO [ Al s S 3 i g

(,-::-nj_;] ess, a8 18 landmark I ﬂ[‘HH-i] {rhe ulmpmuttlh:m ro farmlandd [rrnrec o,
Conservation aud Relnvesiment Act) chat

wonld earmank up to S50 mullion per vean

Washington [ollowsd suid bue not
untl L9 wath the adoplion ol its own
foor agricultnral comservation sasemenrs,

AFT s forcus vonw has ahifted oo the
Levcal sl state levels where st ol U

eresvth management act, laie the state has
nob tmele wsanueh progress as Ovegon,

partly because ol e tining, The growd
aetinn happens. Suecess ar the loeal level af the private property rights movement

will create demand for more support from Tws made it harder o build palineal sap-

Farmland Profection Timeline
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rovacdopt o greseth managemnent act, relving
utrd regulatory approach oo farmland pro-

acres of farmband are sooed for aprivullue-

created nrban groveth boundaries. The ace
i sucessslully controlling sprawling devel-

proe Tue repubatory Land
use puolicies, Washianglon's
shining moment came o
1970 when King Cronmnry,
B L Seattle, ereared
the firse PACL progranm in
the soare. T agyprosi-
wately S50 million, the
connly protected more
than V2O acres ol arn-
lanel in st & few years,
Shewt County eroared its
ot DAL prowrsn i
|HHE anl several Puget
Aol ernties are con-
siclerving doing the sane.
Ehver the past 20
years, Caldorma has had
TILTHTENS SUCCESS AlOries,
Lo werms ol regulatory
approaches to frmdamd
protection, 57 of the 58

coamnies 10 the arae have
mplemented agricultural zoning sinee the
mnel-F4F 05, apan, Marin and Sular
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counbes have sonig
arclinances that requice
dhemsitics of ane dwelling
prer TO0 weres, G0 aores
ancl A0 acres, resputively,
Uhy the incentive-hased
side, Murin Counrs
Becane o nativoal leader
i FUR0 when o ereiied
rhe countres first agricul
tural Laned st the Barin
Agrwcullural Laod Trose
Californg has done ¢

woodl ol huilding com-
sensis arcnnd chis 1ssue
of Taeenlanud proweetion.
Tae seare mace 2 mago
breakthraugh in ihis
arena iy L995, aith che
release ol an AFT report
called “Alrermanves tor
Future UVrhan Cironacth

Califrnia’s Clenral
"-.-’:all:-.:,-.” The repart wicluces s thiad
ilhearrate what the Valley will likely loalk
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“Ameriean Farmland Troscs Centeal
Valley stuchy was a catalyst lor u aroup of
agriculoeal Teaders to recommend strate-
wies [sr 1:1]715i:rv1'|'|p|' rthe nation’s nins: pro
ductive ariculoural vegion,” says Jack
Pamell, a grape grower in Kerm and
Tilare conmties, Californa, and cliinnan
ul the Agriculearal Task Frece for the
Central Yalley, "AFT s a respoctad voice
among Brmers and is recownized as the
leading arganizaton proposing fanmer-
Irtenelly selucons o the farmland conver-
sion eldennna”

Chne ol the most stgralicant lucal out-
cors of the repnet is the creation af Hhe
Ciroweth Allernatives Alliance in Fresno
Loty Creaded m 19935, the unuanal
alliznees 1 miade wp ol Tarmers and busi-
neas leadors, inelnding the Building
Lacdustey Aasuctation of the San Joaguin
Wallew, the Fresnu Chamber of Camnmeree
ane AFT, & vear atter ies formation, the
alliwnes released a repore, *A Landscape
ul Glhonge: Swategies for Improving
Matterns l]EI{:i'JI]IJIILIIIj.L}- Caroweth.” that
containg 27 recommendations an lung Lo
redevelog and bnpresve urhan arcas, The
mavor revently proposed all the recon-
mencations e incorporated inw Frosne
Comnty™s dlealt general plan,

Rocky Mountain States

Bailding supprorr fie farm aned vaseh Jand
protection bas never come casy in the
locly Mowntlam states, There i3 mon
mch apen land i the regron 1o convinee
contmmunitics that laned shanld he protect:
el The polilics ure conservaive. So
el Taned 1s alveady publicly gwnead st
CULILIETHELGE elrn™ want restrictons
prlaeceed on the little rensaining peivate land,
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A, given che size of the region, here are
ot nealy coouph congervation organiza
tiems to bl strong vedee for lind con-
EEPVALION.

Tl largesinflis of neweomers 1o U
vegion is helping the exiadng conservation
arganizations make their cuses, From
1990 1oy 1997, Fae of the lastesl prowing:
slates e the vation weee o the ockies:
Leladves, Arvieoma, Colorado, Uiah and Mew
Mexieo. Twenty-one ol the 5O Batesr
groving connties in the wation ane i U
region, Acres upaon acres of workmg land
are: being carved up Ror nea hensaing sub-
divisinns,

I terna of land protection, Colorado
s e st forward-thinking stace 10 the
HRockies. 'Uhe Creater Outdonrs Calorade
Truan Praned (GO0, crealed w1992,
sets Lthe tomne for land preservation. Losing:
vevenue lrom the state’s lottery, the organ
veation awards wrants al the state aned laeal
levels for aequiring land 2l easements,

arny uther things. GOOO funds the
stade PACE program, which was the only
PACE proggram e thie region until
Montana ereated one last vear,

SO i really what pat Faoland
protecion vi e map.” saes Will
Shatrath, COUCY exevutive direetor anil
firmer AFT swestern regonal direciur,
10 whad vou need inoa place like
Colorade, where thore is u strong frontier
arciinde™

Che af GOCOS and AF s bisgest
achisvemcnts was assiating the Colorado
Catdlemen’s Associalivn in ereating an
:Igl‘if:|:|rr|r:|| Lanned grost o 1995, Tt is the
Lirs Bansel trossr in the oacion formed by o
sl aevicnlneal orgaization and
the hrst in Coluradu to oo exclusvely
o agrieultral lanels, 1l land trost has
prristectod appiosimately #1000 aeres
ard sponsored mumerens warkshops
thromehon the state.

AFT alse iz helping to shape the Land
protection meemnent in Colordo, AT
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wits ivolved in carly model land projects.

The opening ofa Rucky Moummin region-
al office i 1997 allows AFT o be active
in policy, cducation and research, 11 now
holds easements on 15100 acres in
Celerade, This includes 3,200 acres in
Rourt Connty’s Tpper KL River Valley,
where sheep und carde rnches domle
the landscape. The Valley 1s located 1o
miles away from Steanbuat Springs, a
popralar rorise desemation,

The wther Rocky Moomrain states are
making slower, vel significant, progress, Lo
Montana, the Montana Lund Reliunee, a
e trust foamided i 1976 by liemers and
ranchers, holds casements on 275,000
acres, But there are fow government pro-
wrams to support facm g ranch land
prodeeion.

L'he sinarl growth movement holels
prenrmse, Lo Montanu, aosmart groovth
coalition has been fovmed, In Utah, a stare
arowvlh commissinn has heen created to
recomnenl ineentives for develapers 1o
wy news, more eompael development
slyles, Arizoma coeated a progran in 1995
cilled Clrowing Smarter thar. heginning
this year, will provide 8220 millinn over
20 years o lease or buy development

Ml emers an agricalioml distol pg e el
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Midwest

Farmiers i the Midwest have had ro face o
prablem nenrring i other arcas us well:

e Lenprtation tosell their land becanse of

levw conunudity prices for the region’s
leading cash crops, muking it harder for
them to make & lving.

I o coineidence. then, tial discos-
stoms aboul how to save farmlaod are ol
ing off it the Midwest, Michigan was
i:lll'{.:':ld lirfir.li l'iITI,t:. ‘.-'I.-']'Eej] s WOVCTTLOT €76 -
e Garmland pratecton sk foree, saffod
e ALTLL i 108, The ask fovee recon
mended creating agricallural districes,
addupsting enabding Tegalation Lue PACTE.
ancl streagthening rhe state’s right-w-farnm
v and use value wssessment programs,

The Michigan task lovee ser an exan-
e fiar the vegion, Do Lincliana, Ohis,
Minois, Wisconsin and Towa, state level
commnissions anl sk froes were crealed
i the Tace F990s to discuss Garmlangd JHen-
tection alue or in the context ol s
etk ALY sullid the Obio task force
urnied previded inpuc o the others.
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Michigan also set an example lr the
region i 1004, when Peninsula Twwnship
created the Midwest's firar PACE pro
gram, AFT sssasted the lownship in gen-
evatiny support for the progean by shiain-
ing opations Mo the meners of e
farms o purchase heir developroent
rights, This was done several wecks
betore Election Day, when volers were
asked 1o vore ona property tu ol lawe: Lo
tund the PACL progmun. The transactions
provided tangible examples ol how PACT,
worli, and demensmrated o high level of
farrner comimitoent to the COITILLLY,
Foour years later. the lownship has protect
el 3,000 aeves of Barmlaied
% bnow e worldwide for i2s production

Farmalaned thir

of vherries,

AR s work with the Peninsula
Lowenship praject, s “Farming un the
Felae® vescarch and irs willingness 1 dedi-
ate st time ool Lere for rechnical assis-
Lanee has helped make Grmland protec-
o an uportant issne in the slate aned
repion,” savs Glenn Chown, execuuve
director of the Grand Traverse Regional
Lited Comservancy m nortlern Michigan.,
*As u resule, things are moving along well
ot here, PACE was not even in peoples’
viscabi Ly 10 vears ap, s AFT has
Levughe s a borg way ™

A number of Midwest conununitics
have hegan the process of protecting their
farmband through PACE, hetrer agriculg-
al conservation roning and sther rech-
vigues. The Town of Do, Wisconsin's
PACE program, crvated in 1996, is such a
sucecss that 1t received a Renew America
award during a ceremony al the Whire
House this vear. Bue femland protection
methods have brought challenges as well.,
Lewvar’s vight-to-favin law was seruck down
by the courts in 1995 when a judge roled
thar a large seale hoo nperanon was lower-
ing the ecomomue value of w neiohhormg
Properly,

For AFT the Midwest has providial
excellent apporlunitics for groundbresk-

fosta i Beat anmonl PACE sanlzoesyce, o

v mmnigers sloce Do e perienees
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i voseareh, AFT s rescurch eonter—the
Center for Apriculiuee in the
LEovironment s located in the midedle of
thes vegion, One ol the most nogalsle
rescareh projects done by AFT in the
vegion s a TR sy, Living on the
Ielzes: The Costs and Tasks of Seatter
Development” thatwas conduered in
Clhicaps’s “eollar™ counties, The veport
concluded that emergency response Lines
in places with seartered development are
corstiderably knger than in arcas of com-
pact development,

Cin-farm demonstration prajects hine
heen a pricrite for AFT in the veginn.
Froan 1989 t0 1991, more than 1) fom-
ers o Heons, Dok aned Missour con
duocted sustanable aprenlure demonstra-
tion penjeces on thair Tand, AFT waorked
ie prarbowersbip witd o varicey of suslain-
able agriculture organizations and state

agencies to coordinate and fond these

prajeces. The program branched outinte and deiving up lamel prices, drastic redue- working diligently to create a PACE pro- "\
Michigaer woud Penmgelvaniin 1992 when  tinns in iolacen quoras that aee foromg seram to protect i world-renowned horse :
57 demoastration projeces were done 1 many farmers to consider getting oot of Farra aned acher farmland, z
the five states. laeren, and he desiee o proteel wildlf “Teis the mnose gratifying feeling to he
habitac on favmband. able wr deive down the read and see farma
Sauth Marth Caraling is taking the moast that we have protecied.” savs AFT .
urpressive approach o farmlamed protecs President’s Conneil member Libby Jones, :
Almose two-thivds of the South s ved or G o e Soudh, Governor | Hund Jones, a fariner in the Bloegrass area of ”E
wreen on AR THGT “Fanong on the mrvelleel o plan this past spring to protect Kentucly, helped create the stuce PACE -;T,
Eelge™ map. The colors indicate thar the I millien acres of land in the Tarkeel program when her hushaned was the 3
linil iz excepronally fertile and the pres- stade, the North Careling Farm Bureon has stare’s povernor. “Sinee they cin see i;
aure to duvelop die land s ubove wverage, sela goal of creating agricullural district results, people are meeing excited about %
it as b vl o oumbes meludecd prdinaneces in evers county i the stale, the convepl ol saving Lwmland, Thease are
the report that aceompanies the map: and the land rrost commioniny is ravelling peopls wha nsed to look ot us with skepli-
bepween 1982 and 1992, North Caroling, o overy corner of the state to cdueate ctamn and confision hecause they conldn’t
Creorgia, Loaistang, Florida ad communities about farmand protecion, wrasp the concepts.”
Tennessee ranled aneg the Top 10 Kentncky also s malang progress, The Shepticism is something Texus is
states for the amount of high qualive fene- state eveared a PACE program in 1994 on showely overcomimg, With the help of the
landd comverted to urban uses. reconnnendation ol a task foree that Tewas Land Truar Connel and a new
Despite this sceario, wost comnmuni- — mcleded AN stall) "The progeom Lis AFT rewions] lield office in Texas. bath of
ties in the South are only just beginming to been funded since 1998 —almost half of which were created in 1908, Tomxus
explore aptions lor pratecting their the funding 14 frean the federal Farmband landmeners are learming aliou farmland
treutened Garnn and lorese Lad, They are Peotection Program and has protecoal protection technigues so chey can make
mbivated by the increasig number of mare than 1300 acees of fiomlind, Acthe  informed decisions aboul their i, In
peaple who e relocaring to the South Lol level, Fayette-Lexingeon Counry is Tesxas. one of the mam motivating factors

— AP newalenies ol e e aagaene st Presiclent™s Eviesomeotal mod = AFT yeleases “Fazinse onohe bedge,” o sy meludng s

v fremdang.
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tor protecting land is to protect
wildlile habitat as well.

Mid-Atlantic

The mid-Arfantic states face the same
dilermima as West Coast slales: lnlense
competition for land, "This compettion
mobvaked numerous communities
adope farmland procecton programns as
cutly as the 19704, raking the oad-
Atlantic home to some of the oldest
ane hest farmland protection programs
in the country.

Maryland tok the lead in the region
and the country when it created the frst
statewicle PACE program in 1977, The
presgram was the braimehild of Jim Clak, o
farmer [rom Howard Counte, Mareland,
and a formner senator. Remarkahly, the
program was approved by the General
Aasembly several wmouths keler, Today,
slate PACL programs can take several
vears to he approved, and then, usnally
only after many montha or years of build-

gy support wilh key legislators,

 AF 1 el “Alvenses S Fuluns Usban
Growetls i Calidena’s Ceotral Vallew™ napic-
ing ueuseal cozlisions of leaders to support
tore compact groveh,

AFT Ewmuk 0 U LR0G Eann il
cuales g L ral Tavmlansd

[eatectian Prograc, autharizing 535 mil-
leney e mmmbede sbate ard Local PACE s,

*1L eeally dido’™ seco like such a by
deal at the time ™ says Clark, 81, m an
interview cdharing ome of his heief breaks
from cutting hav. “1 had already helped w
crale Lhe slale’s open space prowran,
which was doing well, and I knew it was
mare important o have a program for sav-
ing fartns than open space becanse Thoew
we all lrad 1o eal, [t just seemed so
lomeal ™

More than 166,000 acres of farmland
are pernanently protected ws a result of
the program, Approximately 350 acres of
thar is Clark’s farm. “T am not as rich as T
cotibd be i T had developed the land, bat
al leasl P bappy!”™ Clark savs.

LIt weasn’t il 10 vears later that
Pennsvhania fillowed in Marvlands foor-
steps. But in just 13 years, the
Fennsylvania PACE program has almost
canght up with Marvland. Widespread
political support for funding the program
b allowared Peonsylvaenia w protect mere
than 147,000 acres of famland. Support
bor PACTE also s hagh o other mad-
Atlantie scates. With 5647 million in ease-
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menl saley, the mid-Atlantie repton has
spent maore money on Faonland prolection
than any other region m the couneey. 'The
next closest region is the Mortheast, which
lias spend hall ws much as the mid-
Atlantic.

Virginia is the only state i the regron
that dows not have o PACE program, Bt
i Mareh 2000, through the ellorts of
AT and the Yirgia Farne Bureaw, the
General Assembly marle a major move
Loward creacing a program by carmarking
Fuanding that will allow the ¥irginia
Tlepartment of Agriculture and Consumer
sarvices o develop regalations for local
PACE prowrams am vatablish a Farm
Link program.

Marvland and Delaware set examples
fisr the commitry in the late 1930 when
they developed computer generated maps
that wdentified their most strategic farm
land. These maps help the states focus
their protection efforts on their most peo-
ductive agricullueal Lo,

The mid-Adantic states also provicle
mndels acthe county level. The country®s
most successtul transter of
developrent rights pro-
gram {a program that allows
landewners to transfer the
right to develop from one
place 1o another) is in
hontgomery County,
Maryland, Meighboring
Huward County i3 the first
CounLy i the eourley Lo
pav landowmers with mstall-
ment purchase agreements
rather than exsh—an option
that helps the landowners
lovwer their tax hills and the
county maximize the
anoounl o land 1L can pro-
tect in the inunediate
fiuture. Tancaster County,
Pennsylvania, 1s a leader in
using a wide range of tech
tigques to save farnaland,
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mcluding PACE, donated easementy, zon-
ing, nrban growth boundaries and agricul
tural districrs.

For AFT. the mid-Atlantic 15 home m
some of its most monumental land proj-
ects. The first landowner to donate an
casement o AFT was a landowner frinm
Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania alseo is the sice
of AT 330-acre farm in Franklin
Clonmty, donated to ATT i 18948 and
usedd o demonstrate the viahility and
envirmunental benelits ol prass-based
dairy farming.

Mortheast

The Nertheast is a testing ground for
[arinland protoction. For soarters, Suffalk
Counly, New York, created e nation’s
first PACE preogram (referved o in the
state as purchase of development rights,
or PDR), It was 1974, 4 time when the
eounty’s farmers were begluning to Leel
the effects of sprawling development and
corcern abouta limited supply of local
lood was developing,

Massaclmsetts created a stalewide
PACE program threes vears later and the
five cthor Northeastern atates eventnally
followed suid, Thas includes New York,
which created its Agricaltueal and
Farmland Protection Program i 1998,
The progran, cstablished as pare of the
1592 Agrcultural Protection Act, cnabled
counties to create Brmland protection
strategies. The same 199% act, which is
herulded as ene of the most sweeping
pieces of farrland protection legislation
in the state, strengthened the state’s agri
culral districes law and farmers vight to
Larn, In 19996, New York cstablished a
statewice PDR program with lunding
from its environmental protection fund.

The farmland protection pragrams are
a suceesd, Two studics conducted by AFT
i the late 189905 in Yermont and
Massachusetes conclinded that the majea-
Ly of Tandoweners whao have sold their

AL Linnches LandWirks, a proteasiannl subseripricn
sepvive Gor Gacamdancd posbection aelivints,

AFT beging apembon of Cove Mountain Facm, it
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AT s s senes of praondbreaking stdiea andd
dipn g, garneciize oews coversge ad el e
figght againat epram] in commnanidics,

casements o the siates are sansfied with
their decision. Mosc of them are using
funding from the cascment sale to make
environmental and economic inprove-
ments to their farming operations,

Mew Work City set an example for the
nation when it recognized e value of
farmland in protecting water quality, In
the Late 19905, the cicv faced the choice of
either boilding a new §3 billion fileranon
plant to satsfy requirements of the [ederal
Safe Drinking Water Act, or finding
anuthior way to improve water qnalice The
city chose facmland protection as the way
ro safeguard its drnking water supply, L
carmarked $35 million to fund the efforts
ol L Watershed Agricubral Conneil to
assist farmers in implenentiog best man-
agement practices, and $200million 1o
aequire apricnlniral conservarion cases
ments i the walershed, AFT s working
with the Coancil 1o develop ils casement
program.

The ceonamie value of Fremland was
recognized in Councelicut in 1986, when
AT conducted its first Cost
of Community Services
study n the cown of Hebran.
L0 studdies, which have
been duplicated o more
than G0 communities by
AFT and other erganiza-
tions, analvze the demanldy
on public services by assess-
ing the financial eontribution
macde by all land uses,
including farmland, The
srdies show that farmland
muerre than pays its way in tax
revenus beciuse farmland’s
demand for services is low,

*T knew when we did the
first COCS study we had
somethung guod W lrang our
hat on m terms of farmland
protection paying ics way,”
says YWagner, “LL quickly
became apparent Lhal vou
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AFT conpomasrs a sanloes witls fedem] ampen
cies on balancing ag lands and develepanent,

could use these studies in a lot of places”

COCS studies are particularly nuseful
in the Wortheast because property tax
rutes are higher than i most other regions
ol the country, QOCS studies help defend
the need for use value wssessment pro-
arams, which assess fannland al s agn-
caltural value instead of its value for
development,

WHERE WITL. FARMLANL consersalion
beaal in thie next 20 years? “ATT, through
its wouk with Grmers, environmenralises,
podicymakers and other partners, has pro-
teeted more than a mallion acres of T
anel runeh land.” savs Grossi, “and this
sets the stage lor the tremendons chal-
lenge ahead.”

Turn the page to read AFTs vision for
the future uf farmland protection in the
st contury,

Tibl Schavarts tv mavketing devector for
AELs Farelaved dedvisory Servives.
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