City of Atlanta, Georgia

Municipal Code

Chapter 18: ANIMALS

Sec. 18-7. - Enclosures for keeping small animals.

Small animals, such as dogs, rabbits, guinea pigs, chickens, turkeys and the like, may be kept within the city limits, subject to the following: 

(1) Condition, size. All these animals must be provided with adequate housing. The houses, hutches, pens or other enclosures wherein animals are kept shall have a solid floor made of cement or other suitable washable material, except when pens are 75 feet or more from the nearest neighbor's residence or place of business. Floor space in all these houses, hutches, pens or enclosures, wherever located, must have the following minima: 

a. Dogs and miniature pot bellied pigs, 100 square feet per animal over four months of age.

B. Rabbits or guinea pigs, four square feet per animal over four months of age.

c. Turkeys, four square feet per bird over four months of age.

d. Chickens and similar fowl, two square feet per bird over four months of age.

e. Bantams, one square foot per bird over four months of age.

(2) Location. Pens or yards where such animals and birds are kept shall be placed at the following minimum distances from any residence or business establishment: 

a. Distance from any residence, except that of owner, or any business establishment, 50 feet.

b. Distance from owner's residence, five feet.

(3) Maximum number. The maximum number of such animals which may be kept on a single premises shall not exceed the following: 

a. Dogs, ten.

b. Rabbits or guinea pigs, 75.

c. Turkeys, chickens, bantams or similar fowl, 25.

d. Miniature pot-bellied pigs, 1.

(Code 1977, § 14-4012; Ord. No. 2002-16, §§ 2, 3, 3-12-02) 

Sec. 18-8. - Sanitation of enclosures; storage, removal, use of manure.

(a) Generally. It shall be unlawful for any person having authority to control the use of any stable, pen, shed, stall or other place where animals are kept to allow it to become filthy, malodorous or insanitary. Every person who owns or keeps animals shall maintain in connection therewith a bin or pit in which the manure from those animals shall be placed pending removal. The bin or pit shall be provided with covers or other devices approved by the director, bureau of sanitary services sufficient to prevent the ingress and egress of flies and other insect pests. The bin or pit shall be located at a point most remote from the house of the nearest neighbor and most remote from any street or avenue but must remain on the premises of the owner. All persons controlling places where animals are kept shall remove all manure from the bins or pits before it shall become malodorous or insanitary. 

(b) Use of manure as fertilizer. The person may use manure upon such person's premises for the purpose of enriching such person's own ground or for any other purpose to which manure can properly be put, when not offensive or insanitary, and may remove manure from bins, pits or other places where deposited for any purpose when the manure is not offensive or insanitary. 

(c) Drainage. All places wherein livestock are kept shall have adequate drainage sufficient to prevent standing water in yards or pens. 

(d) Use of chemical agents. All yards or pens wherein livestock are kept shall be regularly covered with lime or other suitable chemical agents, as may be approved by the sanitary engineer, to prevent bad odors or nuisances to neighbors. 

(Code 1977, § 14-4013) 

Sec. 18-37. - Keeping hogs or pigs prohibited.

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep hogs or pigs within the corporate limits of the city, with the exception of miniature potbellied pigs. 

Sec. 18-38. - Sale and feed stables.

(a) Petition required. Sale and feed stables may be operated only in sections of the city zoned for industrial uses. Any person desiring to open, operate or maintain a sale or feed stable in any  section of the city shall first file a petition with the department of police for a license or permission to open and operate the stable. The petition shall distinctly and fully describe the lot or house at or in which the stable is to be located, giving its number, if any, or if no number the names of the owners of adjoining property. The petition shall not be entertained by the department of police unless it bears the written consent and approval of the owners of a majority of the real estate lying within a radius of 150 feet of the location, measuring in all directions. 

(b) Action on petition. The petition, when filed as provided in subsection (a) of this section, shall be referred to the license review board for action, and no action shall be taken by the mayor until it is returned thereto by the board with its approval. When so approved and returned, the petition shall be considered by the mayor and if, in the mayor's judgment, the location of the stable will not be injurious to persons living in the neighborhood or amount to a nuisance or discomfort, the mayor shall grant the applicant permission to open, operate and maintain the stable. Without that sanction, neither the chief financial officer nor any other officer shall issue a permit or license therefor. 

(Code 1977, § 14-4008) 

Sec. 18-39. - Keeping hoofed animals.

Hoofed animals, such as horses, cows, goats, sheep and the like, may be kept within the city limits, subject to the following: 

(1) Housing and enclosures. All these animals must be provided with adequate housing, pens or enclosures. Floor space in such housing, pens or enclosures must have the following minima: 

a. Horses, mules, asses or cows, 200 square feet per animal over four months of age.

b. Sheep or goats, 150 square feet per animal over four months of age.

(2) Location. Housing, pens or enclosures where such animals are kept shall be placed at the following minimum distances from any residence or any business establishment regularly used by large numbers of people: 

a. Distance from any residence except that of owner, 150 feet.

b. Distance from nearest business establishment, 150 feet.

c. Distance from owner's residence, 25 feet.

(3) Maximum number. The maximum number of such animals which may be kept on a single premises shall not exceed the following: 

a. Horses, mules, asses or cows, five.

b. Sheep or goats, ten.

(4) Application to city property. The provisions of this section 18-39 shall not apply when the livestock and/or hoofed animals are located on property owned or leased by the city. 

(Code 1977, § 14-4009; Ord. No. 2007-02, § 1, 1-22-07) 

Sec. 18-40. - Location of private stables.

It shall be unlawful for any person to erect or use a private stable nearer than 75 feet to any residence or place of business, without the consent of the owner and occupant of the adjacent residence or place of business. 

(Code 1977, § 14-4010) 

Sec. 18-41. - Stalls on ground level.

It shall be unlawful for any person to house or stall horses, mules or cows in any building at a higher level than that of the first or ground floor thereof. This shall apply to all buildings, whether used specifically for the housing of animals or for any other purpose. 

(Code 1977, § 14-4011) 

