Cincinnati, Ohio Municipal Code
Urban Farming and Community Garden Regulations

§ 1413-03. - Specific Purposes of the Manufacturing Subdistricts.

The specific purposes of the manufacturing subdistricts are: 

(a) MA Manufacturing Agricultural. To create, preserve and enhance areas that are appropriate for agricultural, farming,  low impact manufacturing and supporting commercial uses. Low impact manufacturing and supporting commercial uses may be permitted provided they meet specific performance standards and are buffered from residential uses. Single-family residential is also encouraged in the district. 

……………….

§ 1419-39. - Farming.

Farming is permitted in the Manufacturing Agricultural District subject to the following regulations: 

1. A minimum of 20,000 feet of contiguous land under the same ownership with no more than one single-family dwelling on the property is required in order to use the property for farming purposes. 

2. Buildings or structures for livestock must be setback a minimum 50 feet from each property line.

3. Buildings or structures for storage and greenhouses must be setback a minimum of 20 feet from each property line.

(Ordained by Ord. No. 0060-2008, § 12, eff. March 13, 2008) 

§ 1419-41. - Community Gardens.

Community Gardens must comply with the following regulations: 

(a) On-site sales. On-site sales of community garden products are prohibited. 

(b) Displays and Signs. Signs are limited to one non-illuminated identification sign erected as a ground or wall sign not exceeding four square feet in total area and a height of six feet from the ground. 

(c) Fencing. 

(1) The maximum height of a perimeter fence or wall or any combination thereof located along any front lot line, corner side lot line or corner rear lot line must not exceed four feet in residential districts and six feet in all other districts and must not exceed an opacity of 50 percent. Along any interior side or rear lot line, the maximum height may not exceed six feet and may be 100 percent opaque. 

(2) Electrical, barbed and razor wire fences are prohibited.

(d) Hours of Operation. Use of community gardens is prohibited between the hours of 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 

(e) Outdoor Storage. 

(1) Tools and supplies shall be stored indoors or removed from the property daily.

(2) Bulk supplies and water tanks must be stored at the center or rear of the site in a neat and orderly fashion and must not create visual blight or offensive odors. 

(3) Pesticides and fertilizers must only be stored on the property in a locked storage structure and must comply with any other applicable requirements for hazardous materials. 

(f) Maintenance of Site. 

(1) The property owner of the site on which a community garden is located is responsible for all maintenance requirements.

(2) The site must be designed and maintained to prevent any chemical, pesticide, fertilizer, or other garden waste from draining onto adjacent property. 

(3) Cultivated areas must be prevented from encroaching onto adjacent properties.

(4) The property must be maintained free of high grass, weeds or other debris.

(5) Dead plant growth must be composted or removed from the site not later than December 1st of each year. 

(g) Equipment. Use of commercial or industrial farm equipment is prohibited. 

(h) Refuse Storage. 

(1) Refuse storage must be located:

i. A minimum distance of three feet from rear and side lot lines; and

ii. A maximum distance of 25 feet from the rear lot line; and

iii. A minimum distance of 10 feet from the front lot line.

(2) In the case of corner lots refuse storage must be located:

i. A minimum distance of three feet from the rear and interior side lot lines; and

ii. A maximum distance of 25 feet from the rear lot line; and

iii. A minimum distance of 10 feet from the street side lot line and front lot line.

(3) All refuse storage areas must be screened from ground-level view and from adjacent properties or public rights-of-way.

(i) Composting. 

(1) Composting must be only of materials generated on-site.

(2) A maximum area of 200 square feet may be used for composting.

(3) Compost material must be enclosed in a screen fence or structure.

(4) Compost enclosures must be located:

i. A minimum distance of three feet from rear and side lot lines; and

ii. A maximum distance of 25 feet from the rear lot line; and

iii. A minimum distance of 10 feet from the front lot line.

(5) In the case of corner lots compost enclosures must be located:

i. A minimum distance of three feet from the rear and interior side lot lines; and

ii. A maximum distance of 25 feet from the rear lot line; and

iii. A minimum distance of 10 feet from the street side lot line and front lot line.

(6) Compost enclosures must be located to prevent runoff of water that has come in contact with the compost from flowing onto adjacent property, into natural or human-made storm channels or the public right-of-way. 

(7) Compost enclosures must be maintained in a manner that protects adjacent properties from adverse environmental, health and safety impacts such as noise, odors and attraction of rodents or other pests. 

(j) Structures. 

(1) Structures, except for fences, must be located:

i. A minimum distance of three feet from rear and side lot lines; and

ii. A maximum distance of 25 feet from the rear lot line; and

iii. A minimum distance of 10 feet from the front lot line.

(2) In the case of corner lots, structures, except for fences, must be located:

i. A minimum distance of three feet from the rear and interior side lot lines; and

ii. A maximum distance of 25 feet from the rear lot line; and

iii. A minimum distance of 10 feet from the street side lot line and front lot line.

(3) Maximum size: 800 square feet for all structures other than fences and walls.

(4) Maximum number of Structures: Two.

(5) Maximum Height: 15 feet.

(Ordained by Ord. No. 036-2010, § 1, eff. March 18, 2010) 

