R

CONSERVATION CHANGE AND CHALLENGE

I wélcome'this opportunity to join you. I an deeﬁly coﬁcgrned
about your problems. I want to be closely associated with your
progress and the dresms for the future of the 54 soil conservation
districts in Iidaho and the-3,00b in our land,

Words aré the iegitimate weapons of civilized man facing the issues
of his time, _Yéur pqdium, as I.see:it, provides for a timely discussion

of vital issues,

This is the time to speak for the unity of the countryside in all

its values and uses, It is the time to advocate the protection and

development of our resources as a whole, in accordance with their

capabilitieé and the goals of the community. It is a time to speak for
action that will meet the oncoming demands of a growing Natié%. It is
& time to forestall premature and disorderly commitments of resource
use.

We find ourselves in an age demanding instant satisfaction of 111-

considered demands--often hypocritically made in the name of progress

and society, Therefore, I believe it is a time to come forward, to be

heard, It is & time to assist conservation district governing boards
to assume fully their responsibilities of leadexrship in soil, in water,

and in related conservation work,

Address by Norman A.-Berg, Deputy Administrator for Field Ser#ices, Soil
Consexrvation Service, U. 8. Department of Agriculture, at the Kiwanis Club,
Boise, Idaho, July 26, 1966, : :
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In a steel mill a great bar of steel was suspended vertically by
a delicate chain: Nearby a bottle cork was suspendéd by a silk thread;“.
Could the small-cork held only by a fragile thread set the steel bar
into motion? The cork was swung gently against the steel bar, The
bar remained motionless, But this was repeated again and agai;. In
ten minutes the bar gave some evidence of feeling uncomfortable, and a
"nervous chill" ran over it. Then ten minutes later the chill was followed
by a tremor of vibration, At the end of an hour the great bar was
swinging like a pendulum in concert with the tiny cork,

How many ''potential" leaders '"give up the ghost" and desert their
goal becau;é they stopped just before a "nmervous chill" ran over their
bar of steel?

There is an old Greek proverb that says, "Before you score, you
== . i

must have a goal." Our goal is that the Nation's future lies in rural

America. The vast countryside can offef-religf from the-teeming cities
and their congested suburbs--provide ample land and wate? to Qeféélfhe
expanding needs of commerce and industry, énd broad acres on wﬁicﬁ to
build garden communities for tomorrow's generations.
If we act in time with wisdon! A E
We have become, inimy lifetime, a nation of city—dwellefs; Eac;
day and eéch year, more and still more Ameéicans concentrate in the towns,
cities, and suburbs. To them life naturally centers where they work,
make their homes--raise their families. And from these centers of

population emerge a pattern of mutual interests, problems, and under=-

standing. A kinship is growinz up among these people of Albuquerque
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and Atlanta, of Baltimore and Boston, of Pittsburgh and Philadelphia,
of Memphis and Minneapolis,

This kinship derives from such typically metropolitan concerns as
transportation, houging, crime, schools, and recreation,

What then héppens to the countryside? Increasingly, it becomes
an obstacle in tiﬁe and space--merely landscape separating cities, It
is to many--far too many~-a "land in between" to be crossed as quickly
as possible via superhighways, fast trains or faster planes, Among
this new apd urban oriented generation, there is danger that the land
in between will be regarded increasingly as just "undeveloped" space,

The American countryside--that expanse of nature separating our
cities and towns and rural hamlets--represents the land we have left
- to grow in, play in, and build on the American drea.m.

That is all we have; and when divided and divided again for the
multiple needs of a Nation growing rapidly in p0pulatiun,-in urban
development, in highway mileage, in an array of man-oriented uses_alien
to nature, this natural landscapé that once scemed so limitless shrinks
before us at every turn--and we are made aware of the challenging crisis
in the countryside,

The crisis we face in the countryside is a crisis of quality iﬁ a
Nation whose people demand quality in fhe marketplace but have failed

to provide for it in the natural environment,
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It is a crisis of quantity.in a land whose rich natural endowment
has been vandalized to a degree of grave proportions. |
But most of all it is a crisis of people-;the tragic loss of young
minds and spirits, of evolving skills and talents.
v .ﬁiglégist-philbsopher, Rene Dubos said, a few weeks ago,
"One of the most painful dilemmas of our times is that we
still regard nature as the ultimate source of beauty and
- other fundamental blessings, yet exploit it for the sake of
wealth and power, We place the highest qualities of nature
and its beauty in the parts of it that are not yet economically
useful, but paradoxically accept that economic profits justify
the creation of ugliness. The sense of guilt comes from the
knowledge that it is crudely hypocritical to praise the
values of wilderness, while converting the land into a
gigantic dump. The sense of collective guilt in the United
States comes in large part from the awareness that the
immense and romantically exciting grandeurvof the primeval
wilderness is rapidly giving way to an immense ugliness,
Brush is overgrowing mountain slopes that were once covered
with majestic foresté; industrial seéers are.éterilizing streams
that used to team with game fish, air pollutants generate
opaque and irritating smogs that dull even the most brilliant
skies, The price of the power symbolized by super highways and

glant factories is a desecration of all aspects of nature."




The recognition of this crisis in the countr}side has given
birth to a new concept of conservation.

The concept of new conservation says that as pcpulations grow

. and people live in greater and greater concentrations, we must consider
% the total environment and not just those values that can be measuredl
in dollars and cents.

When we considef the total environment, we must take account of
what conservationists call the "vulnerable" values. These vaiues--
including wildlife; thelbeauty of nature,’ space for growing and living,
pollution control, and recreation-—afe especially vulnerable because
it is hard to measure them in dollars and cents.

We are seeinz a definite blossoming of concern for such benefits--
benefits that are essential if we are to enjoy an environment of real
quality, The President has dramatized the importance of these values
in his call for a Great Society, The First Lady has directed our
attention especially to the importance of beauty in the environment,
And throughout the NHation there is a growing feeling that our generation
has a special responsibility, in a world of change, to protect fhe
qualities of environment that have enduring value in our civilization.

Along with the new concept has come an awakening--a greater aware-
ness--in conservatioﬁ_today.

Conservation has moved from the province of Fhe few to the embrace
of millions., This is as it should be. Yét we cannot help asking, with

considerable anxiety, is the awakening sufficient? Is the awareness

adequate?



Conservation of America's natural resources must have nmew and
challenging meaning for all of our citizens,

Today we must be concerned with building and renewing and developing
as well as greserving and protecting the irreplaceablellands and waters
upon which a great Nation depends for its sustenance and its growth,

j This is the new conservation which assures future Ameriéans of a
bountiful country not only in the produce of the fields but also in
the majesty of great forests, the broad sweep of #ell—managed landscapes,
the reservations of parks and playgrounds to renourish the.spirit of .
a dynamic people.

The néw conservation must assure the flow ﬁf clean waters to quench
the thirst of a growing population, But it must also satisfy the human
longing for a quiet stream, allow the humbling experience of standing
on tﬁe banks of a great unspoileq river, give the satisfaction of knowing
that the lakes and waterways are a safe and proper habitat for the fish |
and the wildlife that are a bengfit and a plea;ure to man.

For now we realize that we must nourish not only the body but
the spirit.as well. “;

Resource conservation once meant preservation agzinst heedless
exploitation, It was a slowing-down prﬁcess in order to keep more of
our natural resources for a longer time, This remains a basic aim today,
but we know that ths is not enough. The new conservation must ﬁuild

and develop, drawing upon nature to give its full measure to the purpose

of creation.



We are now in our fourth decade of carrying out the mandate of
the 74th Congress--that passed P, L. 74-46, naming the Soil Conservatiﬁém
Service and giving it statutory authority., National policy was thereby
enacted which stated, "It is hereby recognized that the wastage of
soll and water resources on the farms, grazing and forest land; of the
Nation, resulting from soil erosion, is a menace to the national
welfare,"

The future of our resocurces reside; in the continued wise application
of such proven Federal legislation. ﬁow we also have the small watershed
act which provides for dams and land treatment measures to prevent
floods and impound water for recreational, municipal, ind&strial, agri-
cultural, and wildlife needs, and the q:eaf Plains Conservation Program
which is responsible for restoring to original use the vast r;ngelands
.1n thé Great Plains States. |

The potential of our lands and waters is bound to such legislation
‘as the Resource Conservation and’ Development program, the Water Pollution
Control Act, Public Works and Economic Development Act, and Rural Water
and Sanitation Facilities Act, among many other recent Acts of an
interested and far-seeing Congress. |

Over thirty years ago the dust blew out of the plains that once had
grown lush grdsses, and this irreplacgabie topsoil was carriedlto the
eastern States and out to sea. Toéay, most of the great land again is

rich grazing country,
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The hard years of the Dust Bowl era led us to understand how to
use our priceless land and water resources wisely, just as today the
mountiné pr;ssﬁres for clean water and useable land emphasize the need
to make our basic natural resources serve tﬁeir highest possible purpose
. for the greater benefit of all the people now and in future years,

Nature must often be guardéd against itself,

Our conservationists have learned to tame the wild streams, save
the irreplaceable topscil from washing off the land, improve the wood-
lands for better growth and greater beauty, and build the most efficient
agricultural economy ever known to man.

Now we must come of age in America as resource conservationists.

In the broad area of resource conservation, we_have-diséovered the
'key to an abundant and purposeful and satisfying life, 1Indeed, we have
yet to perfect our advance so that it reaches out to every Aﬁerican and
into every corner of the land, but we are moving resolutely in that
direction,

We may look with confidence and enthusiasm on the task that lies
ahead, We sece across the Nation the product of a tradition tﬂat can

only be strengthened with time.

The accomplishments of our conservationists attest to the imagination

T T L T

and determination of ggriCulturéI leaders in their homé Eouﬁfies; to the
understanding and cooperation of thousands of land owners and operators

in every part of the country; to far-sigﬁted State and national government
which over the years has promoted and supported land and water resource

conservation,
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Conservation begins on the land, on each individual acre, As a
Nation, we have developed our resource conservation policies on the
firm basis of essential involvement at the local level, for we are
a people wedded to the concept of individual 1qitiati§e and grass-roots
participation in the public affairs that concern us.

But we must understand, too, that our State and Federal governments
also represent the interests of the individual and the local community.
And we have wisely and properly drawn upon State and Federal resources
to support the local effort. We have done this in the National interest
because the summation of local interest is national interest, That is
how we have’advanced for more than a quarter of a century in the conserva-
tion and development of the Nation's lands and watérs.

We are increasingly concerned as a people with eliminating stream

pollution, increasing water supply, assuring sound land use, and conserving

‘beauty in the landscape,

This trend to urban living &escribed earlier has caused a revolution
in land use--not only in the urban centers and in their immediate
surroundings, but in the countryside that must serve the greater
population more broadly and intensely than in the past. The new conserva-
tion is a towvn and country outlook,

| The urban explosion coincides with the new technology that has
brought increased efficiency to agricultural production, We.still have
more land for purposes other than crop production, and we have learned

to make the land and waters serve multiple uses.
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We can do those things in the new conservation that have been
born of local initiative and cooperation, and advanced by the dedication

and wise efforts of an enlightened national government,

Let us not erronecusly assume that all is @3 well with the land,
There remains é serious backlog of conservation projéctg to be
initiated and accomplished, There are dams to be built and land measures

to be applied. There are studies of soil types to be made so that we
may be assured of building our country on a sound footing. There are
-;ivers and streams to be protected against siltation and cleansed of
pollution., There are lakes to be establi;hed and others to be restored,
There are forests to be protected against heedless destruction, and
improved and made more useful for public and private benefit,
There remains a need for more professional conservationists to
guide the Nation's conservation work, And there is need of greater
-financial support at ali levels to extend the benefits of this effort
throughout all of the land.
Today, with rising demands upon the undeveloped acres of this Nationm,
the American people must support -determined, concerted action to preserve
* the values that remain, to restore those desired values which have
vanished through waste, thoughtlessness, and selfish design, and to
develop for the benefit of all the people the great natural resourcés
that have been allotted to this fortunate land,
We must work even harder tﬁ prevent the disastrous floods that
still plague ﬁany of our river valleys~-the tragic wash of good soil into
the riéer beds and dowvn to sea--the mutilation of the landscape that

destroys the natural beauty that is meant for all to enjoy.
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We must end the deep poverty that afflicts much of.rural Anmerica.
We must breach the urban wall that seals off countless ciéy youth from
the richness of their heritage in the open countryside.

We are committed as comservators of the great American estate to
honor the blessings of a generous Providence, to respect the gifts of
a bountiful nature, to provide for the future as we draw upoﬁ the
resources that are avilable for our use and that are committed to our
care, We, as a Nation, have reached the first stage--that of the
"nervous chill" experienced by the steel bar,

With continued dedication to the task qf_conserving our vita1 land
and water resources we will insure the future prosperity of this great
Nation. The full swing of the pendulum, To this challenging and

rewarding task your national government is dedicated. Workiné together
we can achieve our loftiest goals. '

We enjoy a period of grace--even now-~before the femaining vestiges
of nature unspoiled by man are erased, We still have time to protect,
restore, aﬁd develop the lands and waters of rural America--if we act
with resolve and dispatch,

We can--and must--return to an alliance with nature, It is simply

a matter of desire, of discipline, and of dedication,



