Denver, Colorado Municipal Code

Chapter 8: Animals

Sec. 8-4. - Definitions.

For purposes of this chapter, the words, phrases and terms found in this section shall be defined as follows: 

(1) Altered or sterilized shall mean a dog or cat that has been spayed or neutered. 

(2) Approved animal adoption or humane organization shall mean any organization that meets all the criteria set out in subsection 8-153.5(e) and has agreed to participate in the Denver municipal animal shelter animal adoption network. 

(3) Attack shall mean violent or aggressive physical contact with a person or animal, or violent or aggressive behavior that confines the movement of a person, including, but not limited to, chasing, cornering or encircling a person. 

(4) Board shall mean the board of environmental health of the City and County of Denver. 

(5) Manager shall mean the manager of environmental health or the manager's designee. 

(6) Owner shall mean any person who owns, possesses, keeps, exercises control over, maintains, harbors, transports or sells an animal. 

(7) Permit shall mean to allow or let happen and shall not include a state of mind requirement. 

(8) Pit bull shall mean an animal as defined in subsection 8-55(b)(2). 

(9) Running at large shall mean any dog deemed to be running at large by subsection 8-16(b). 

(10) Vaccination shall mean the inoculation of a dog or cat with a vaccine licensed by the United States Department of Agriculture for use in the prevention of rabies, distemper, parvovirus, panleukopenia, bordatella, and other diseases. 

(Ord. No. 270-92, § 1, 5-11-92; Ord. No. 999-95, § 2, 12-4-95; Ord. No. 1110-96, § 1, 12-16-96; Ord. No. 810-98, § 1, 11-16-98; Ord. No. 574-01, § 1, 7-9-01; Ord. No. 383-09, § 2, 7-13-09) 

Sec. 8-5. - Fees.

The board is hereby authorized to establish, by rules and regulations, a reasonable amount to be assessed as the fees authorized by this chapter. The manager may, in the manager's discretion, waive any and all fees authorized under the provisions of this chapter, in whole or in part, where the payment of such fees is a demonstrated financial hardship or the waiver is otherwise in the public interest. The fee structure adopted by the board may be adjusted after three-year periods based upon the change in the Consumer Price Index for the Denver-Boulder area. 


Sec. 8-81. - Livestock above or below ground floor.

(a) It shall be unlawful and shall constitute a nuisance for any person to stable or confine any horse, mule, cattle, or other livestock in any barn, stable, or other building, on any floor above or below the ground floor, except in buildings of fireproof construction, or buildings thoroughly equipped with automatic fire extinguishers or other adequate means and appliances for extinguishing fires. 

(b) There shall be at least two (2) sufficient exits for such livestock on each floor so occupied by them, and these exits shall be at opposite ends or sides of the respective floors whenever possible, and in any event shall be remote from each other. 

(c) All stalls, pens, runways, passages, doors, gates, and other means of exit upon any such floor or floors, shall be constructed in all respects as to afford easy, adequate, and speedy means of egress and escape for such livestock in case of fire. 

(d) Straw, hay, fodder, and all such combustible materials shall not be kept between such livestock and the exits or means of escape for such animals in such buildings in case of fire. 

(e) It shall be the duty of the fire chiefs and subordinate officers of the fire department, and other police officers, to enforce compliance with the provisions of this section. 

(Code 1950, § 760.10)

Sec. 8-82. - Unlawful accumulation of manure.

Any barn, pen, corral, coop, yard or other enclosure or appurtenance thereof in which any animal, livestock or fowl shall be kept, or any other place within the city in which manure or other discharges of animals, livestock or fowl shall accumulate, and which is maintained in any insanitary condition, allowing an offensive odor to escape therefrom, or providing an insect or rodent attractant, is hereby deemed a nuisance and prohibited. 

(Code 1950, § 760.9-3)

Sec. 8-91. - Livestock or fowl permit required.

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, maintain, possess or harbor on any property within the city any livestock or fowl such as, but not limited to, horses, mules, donkeys, burros, cattle, sheep, goats, swine, chickens, geese, ducks or turkeys, unless a livestock or fowl permit therefor has been issued by the manager. Such permit is required to be renewed annually. A fee shall be assessed for each new and renewal permit application. 

(Code 1950, § 760.9-1; Ord. No. 270-92, § 1, 5-11-92; Ord. No. 1110-96, § 1, 12-16-96; Ord. No. 383-09, § 9, 7-13-09)

Sec. 8-92. - Nuisance-free facilities prerequisite to granting.

A permit to keep livestock or fowl within the city shall not be granted unless the owner or possessor provides facilities which will reasonably assure the manager that the premises will be maintained in a sanitary condition, free from insects and rodents, offensive odors, excessive noise, or any other conditions which constitute a public nuisance. 

(Code 1950, § 760.9-1(1); Ord. No. 1110-96, § 1, 12-16-96)

Sec. 8-93. - Denial or revocation.

The manager may deny or revoke a permit to keep, maintain or possess livestock or fowl within the city if the manager determines that any provision of chapters 4 and 37 or article III of chapter 40, is being violated or if the manager finds that maintenance of any livestock or fowl interferes with the reasonable and comfortable use and enjoyment of property; provided, however, that the person being aggrieved by such denial or revocation can, within ten (10) days thereafter, appeal the decision of the manager to the board of environmental health in accordance with its rules and regulations. 

(Code 1950, § 760.9-1(2); Ord. No. 1110-96, § 1, 12-16-96)

