Code of Maryland 

State Finance and Procurement (State Fin. & Proc.)
Division I. State Finance [Titles 1-10] 
Title 5. State Planning 

Subtitle 7. Maryland Sustainable Growth Commission 

§ 5-701. Commission defined. 

In this subtitle, “Commission” means the Maryland Sustainable Growth Commission.


§ 5-702. Maryland Sustainable Growth Commission. 
There is a Maryland Sustainable Growth Commission.


§ 5-703. Commission members. 
In general 

(a)(1) The Commission consists of the following members:

(i) two members of the House Environmental Matters Committee, appointed by the Speaker of the House; 

(ii) two members of the Senate Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee, appointed by the President of the Senate; 

(iii) as ex officio members: 

1. the Secretary of Planning, or the Secretary's designee; 

2. the Secretary of the Environment, or the Secretary's designee; 

3. the Secretary of Transportation, or the Secretary's designee; 

4. the Secretary of Housing and Community Development, or the Secretary's designee; 

5. the Secretary of Natural Resources, or the Secretary's designee; 

6. the Secretary of Business and Economic Development, or the Secretary's designee; 

7. the Secretary of Agriculture, or the Secretary's designee; 

8. the Superintendent of the Maryland State Department of Education, or the Superintendent's designee; 

9. the Chair of the Base Realignment and Closure Subcabinet, or the Chair's designee; 

10. the Executive Director of the Rural Maryland Council, or the Executive Director's designee; and 

11. the Director of the University of Maryland's National Center for Smart Growth, or the Director's designee; 

(iv) four representatives of local government: 

1. two designated by the Maryland Municipal League; and 

2. two designated by the Maryland Association of Counties; 

(v) appointed by the Governor: 

1. one representative of the smart growth community; 

2. one representative of the environmental community; 

3. one representative of the residential building and development community; 

4. one representative of the commercial building and development community; 

5. one representative of the agricultural community; 

6. one representative of a rural community; 

7. one representative of a citizen organization that addresses housing; 

8. one representative of a citizen organization that addresses transportation; 

9. one representative from Western Maryland; 

10. one representative from Southern Maryland; 

11. three representatives from the Washington metropolitan area; 

12. three representatives from the Baltimore metropolitan area; and 

13. one representative from the Eastern Shore. 

(2)(i) The members representing a region of the State shall have knowledge of smart growth and planning issues. 

(ii) Of the three members representing the Washington metropolitan area, one shall represent local or regional government. 

(iii) Of the three members representing the Baltimore metropolitan area, one shall represent local or regional government. 

(iv) Of the members appointed by the Governor, one shall be an architect that: 

1. is licensed to practice in the State; and 

2. is a resident of the State. 

Term 

(b)(1) Except for ex officio members or their designees, the term of a member is 5 years.

(2) At the end of a term, a member continues to serve until a successor is appointed and qualifies. 

(3) A member who is appointed after a term has begun serves only for the rest of the term and until a successor is appointed and qualifies. 

Lobbyist members 

(c) If the Governor appoints a regulated lobbyist to serve as a member of the Commission, the lobbyist:

(1) is not subject to § 15-504(d) of the State Government Article with respect to that service; and 

(2) is not subject to § 15-703(f)(3) of the State Government Article as a result of that service. 

Compensation or reimbursement for expenses 

(d) A member of the Commission:

(1) may not receive compensation as a member of the Commission; but 

(2) is entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard State Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget. 



§ 5-704. Officers and rules of procedure. 
Officers 

(a) The Governor shall designate the Chair and the Vice Chair of the Commission.

Rules of procedure 

(b) The Commission may adopt rules of procedure.



§ 5-705. Staff. 
The Department of Planning shall provide staff for the Commission.


§ 5-706. Powers and duties of Commission 
The Commission shall:

(1) assess and advise on the progress of State, regional, and local planning in Maryland in achieving the goals of the State economic growth, resource protection, and planning policy, as defined in § 5-7A-01 of this title; 

(2) make recommendations on the adequacy, coordination, and implementation of funding mechanisms and other State assistance for planning activities and infrastructure and land preservation needs, consistent with the State economic growth, resource protection, and planning policy; 

(3) promote planning coordination and interjurisdictional cooperation among the State and local jurisdictions and recommend mechanisms to facilitate voluntary joint planning; 

(4) advise on the content and preparation of the State development plan, State transportation plan, and State housing plan and the implementation of these plans, including the relationship of these plans with local land use plans; 

(5) promote and make recommendations regarding efficient and predictable model State and local development regulations to achieve the goals of the State economic growth, resource protection, and planning policy; 

(6) evaluate the continuing viability and effectiveness of the State and local government smart growth indicators contained in Article 66B, § 3.10 of the Code, and make recommendations for amendments or additions to the indicators; 

(7) review the reports of local jurisdictions on adequate public facilities development restrictions required by Article 66B, § 10.01 of the Code, and assess whether and to what extent adequate public facilities ordinances affect the achievement of the goals of the State economic growth, resource protection, and planning policy; 

(8) develop and assist in the implementation of educational and outreach programs about smart growth; 

(9) review periodically the educational requirements for members of planning boards and commissions and boards of appeals required by Article 66B, §§ 3.02 and 4.07 of the Code, and evaluate compliance rates for the members; 

(10) make recommendations for changes in State law, regulations, policies, and procedures, if any, that the Commission believes are necessary to achieve the State's economic growth, resource protection, and planning policy; and 

(11) serve as an advisory board to the Governor's Smart Growth Subcabinet, providing advice and guidance. 



§ 5-707. Reporting requirements
On or before December 1 of each year, the Commission shall report, in accordance  § 2-1246 of the State Government Article, on its activities and recommendations to:

(1) the Speaker of the House; 

(2) the President of the Senate; 

(3) the House Environmental Matters Committee; 

(4) the Senate Education, Health, and Environmental Affairs Committee; and 

(5) the Governor. 



§ 5-708 to 5-710. Terminated by Acts 1992, c. 437, § 1, eff. July 1, 2003. 





