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Background Information 
Farmland Information Center, Fact Sheets 

 Farmland Protection Policy Act  

 Farmland Protection Toolbox   
 

Related State Programs and Documents  
 NYS Agricultural Assessment Program  

 NYS, Agricultural Environmental Management 

Program Annual Report  

 NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, 

Open Space Planning Guide  

 NYS Department of State, Guide to Municipal Land 

Use Controls 

County Guides to Agricultural Planning  

 Onondaga County, Municipal Reference for  

Agricultural Land Use Planning 

 Yates County, Agricultural Planning Guide  

Making the Case for Planning for Agriculture  

 American Farmland Trust, Erie County: Farming on the 

Urban Edge 

 Farmland Information Center, Fact Sheet 

 Cost of Community Services Studies  

 Why Save Farmland?  

 Broome County, Agricultural and Farmland Protection 

Plan, Why Agriculture Works for Broome County: The 

Top 10 Reasons 

 AEM Tier II Worksheet: Agriculture and the Community 
 

Agricultural Districts and Right-to-Farm Laws  

Agricultural Districts  

 Agriculture and Markets Law Section 303-a, Eight-

Year Review Protocol  

 NYS, Agriculture and Markets Law, Article 25-AA 

NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets, 

305-a: Local Laws and Agricultural Districts: 

Guidance for Local Governments and Farmers  

 Section 305-a – Agricultural Data Statements  

 Saratoga County Agricultural Data Statement 

 Sample Agricultural Data Statement 

 Section 305-a – Local Ordinance Provision 

 NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets, 

305-a Review Form  

 NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets, 

305-a Questionnaire for Start Up Farms  

 NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets, 

Agricultural Districts 305-a Guidance Documents  

 Animal Control  

 Composting  

 Farm Markets  

 Farm Worker Housing  

 Greenhouses  

 Horse Boarding 

 Junkyard  

 Nutrient Management  

 Open Burning  

 Wetlands  

 Zoning  

 

 NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets, Pipeline 

Construction Guidelines 

 NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets, Wind 

Power Guidelines  

 Farmland Information Center 

 Agricultural District Programs Fact Sheet 

County and Town Right-to-Farm Laws 

 Farmland Information Center, Right-to-Farm Laws Fact 

Sheet 

 Yates County, Model Right-to-Farm Law 

 Town of Charlton, Right-to-Farm Law 

 Town of Eden, Right-to-Farm Law 

Farm–Neighbor Relations  

 New York Agricultural Mediation Program Brochure 

 Saratoga County, Are You Thinking About Moving to the 

Country? Brochure 

 Tompkins County, Living in the Country Brochure 
 

Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plans 

 NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets, Key 

Elements of a Municipal Plan 

 2010 Map of Towns Receiving Planning Grants 

 NYS, Agriculture and Markets Law, Article 25AAA 

Town of Charlton, Agricultural and Farmland Protection 

Plan 

 Town of Lima, Zoning Analysis and Recommendations 

 Town of Brutus, Adopting Resolution  

 Wayne County, Agricultural and Farmland Protection 

Plan 
 

Comprehensive Plans  

Town Agricultural Advisory Committees 

 Town of Ithaca, Agriculture Committee 

 Town of Eden, Agriculture Committee 

LESA  

 Farmland Information Center,  Land Evaluation and Site 

Assessment Fact Sheet 

 USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Land 

Evaluation and Site Assessment Guidebook  

 Putnam County, Agricultural and Farmland Protection 

Plan, LESA System (p. 85–92)  

 

Town of Pittsford, Greenprint 

Town Comprehensive Plans  

 Town of Warwick, Comprehensive Plan (p. 7–9, 43–57) 
 Town of Seneca, Comprehensive Plan (p. 5–8, 11–18, 

39, 48–49, 59–67, 89–95)  

 

Zoning  
 

 NYS, Town Law, Section 278 – Cluster Development 

 American Farmland Trust, What About My Equity?  
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State Laws and Documents  

 NYS Department of State, Guide to Planning and 

Zoning 

 New York Direct Market Association, Model Zoning for 

Roadside Stands and Farm Markets 

Town Zoning Laws and Ordinances  

 Town of Plainfield, Illinois, Zoning Code (excerpt) 

 Town of Seneca, Zoning Code (p. 27–32) 

 Town of Ithaca, Zoning Code (p. 34–43) 

 Peach Bottom Township, Penn., Zoning Code (excerpt)  

 Alpine Charter Township, Michigan, Zoning Code 

(excerpt) 

 Town of Washington, Zoning Code (excerpt) 

 Town of Kinderhook, Zoning Code (excerpt) 

 Skagit County, Washington, Zoning Code (p. 34–37) 

 Town of Stuyvesant, Zoning Law  

 Town of Milton, Zoning Code (excerpt) 

 NYS, Town Law, Section 261-b – Incentive Zoning  

 Town of Beekman, Zoning Code (excerpt) 

  

Subdivision Ordinances  

 Southern Tier Central Regional Planning & 

Development Board Rural Design Workbook 

 Hudson Valley Greenway, Saving Farmland With 

Development   

 Town Subdivision Laws  

 Town of Caton, Subdivision Regulations  

 Town of Easton, Subdivision Law  
 

Local Property Tax Reduction Programs  

 American Farmland Trust, New York Agricultural 

Landowner Guide 

 NYS, Real Property Tax Law, Sections 483, 483-a and 

483-c  

 Agricultural Assessment for Rental Landowners  

 Agricultural Assessment Forms  

 Agricultural Assessment Renewal Form  

 Farm Building Exemption 

 Farm Worker Housing Exemption Forms 

 Farm Worker Housing Tax Exemption Memo 

 Farmer’s School Tax Credit  

 Historic Barns Tax Credit 

Lease of Development Rights  

 Town of Elma, Authorizing Legislation  

 Town of Warwick, Agricultural Overlay District 

 Town of Perinton, Conservation Easement Law  

 Town of Perinton, Conservation Easement for Farming 

Purposes 

 Town of Clifton Park, Conservation Easement Law 

 Town of Southampton, Agricultural Overlay District and 

Agricultural Planned Development District 
  

Purchase of Development Rights  
Farmland Information Center, Fact Sheets  

 Agricultural Conservation Easements  

 Farm Transfer and Estate Planning  

 Installment Purchase Agreement 

 NYS Farmland Protection Program  

 Purchase of Agricultural Easements 

 Purchase of Agricultural Easements: Sources of 

Funding 

 Status of Local PACE Programs  

 Status of State PACE Programs 

 NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets, Model 

Agricultural Conservation Easement  

 Agricultural Stewardship Association, Agricultural 

Conservation Easement 

  NYS, Environmental. Conservation Law, Article 49 

Section 3  

 USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service, Farm 

and Ranch Lands Protection Program  

Town Purchase of Development Rights 

 Town of Warwick, Code (excerpt) 

 Town of Riverhead, Community Preservation Act Law  

 

County Purchase of Development Rights 

 Jefferson County, PDR Feasibility Study  

 Suffolk County, PDR Application 

 Land Trust/County Memorandum of Understanding 

 Cayuga County, Pre-Application for NYS Farmland 

Protection Implementation Grant 

 Frederick County, Maryland, Option to Purchase 

Agricultural Land Preservation Easement 

 Frederick County, Maryland, Agricultural Land 

Preservation Installment Purchase Agreement  

   

Transfer of Development Rights  
 NYS, Town Law, Section 261  

 Farmland Information Center, Transfer of Development 

Rights Fact Sheet 

 Resources for the Future, How Well Can Markets For 

Development Rights Work? 

 Town of Riverhead, TDR Law  

 Warwick Township, Pennsylvania, TDR Law  

 Town of Lysander, TDR Law  

 

Agricultural Economic Development 
 Southern Maryland, Farm Viability Enhancement Grant 

Program Agreement 

 Southern Maryland, Farm Viability Enhancement Grant 

and Agricultural Use Covenant (term easement) 

 Loudon County, Virginia, Agritourism Brochure 

 NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets, 

Guidelines for Review of Local Laws Affecting Small 

Wind Energy Production Facilities  

Agricultural Economic Development  

 Saratoga–Washington County, Agricultural Economic 

Development Educator 

 Wayne County, Agricultural Development Specialist 

Position Description 
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Farmland Leasing 

 Farm Rental Agreement Checklist 

 Farmland Tenure and Leasing  

 Managing Tenant–Landlord Relationships 

 Peconic Land Trust, farmland lease 

 Agritourism (And More) in the Southtowns 

 

Infrastructure Planning  
 Genesee County, Smart Growth Plan 2010 Review  

 

Food and Health Policies  
 Albany County, Local Food Purchasing Policy 

 Woodbury County, Local Food Purchase Policy  

 Missoula City and County, Montana, Joint Resolution 

establishing the Community Food and Agriculture 

Council 
 

 Educating the Public About Agriculture 
 Genesee County, Decision Makers Tour Itinerary 
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http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_laws/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37846
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