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AN ORDINANCE CREATING
AN AGRICULTURE COMMISSION

Purpose:

The Agrculture Cogumission 15 charged with undertaking efforts and providimg
advice that will help preserve and sustain the agriculturs industry in North Branford
and its lands; encourage pursuit of agneulture; apd protect farmland through
education, communication, condiet resclution, regulatory advice and propoting the
economic viability of farming.

Powers and Duties:

g Information

o

The Agricu'ture Commission shall: .

(1) Serve a3 2 conduit between non-profit spencies and lozal farmers;

(2.5 Serve as a cleminghouse for agricuiniral information; and

(3.)  Chart land use in North Branford to support a balance berween agriculture
apd preservation and other land wses.

Education
The Agriculture Comrmasion shall: ’
(1)  Recommend necessary changes 1o Janguape and practices o other boards

and commissions as netessary regarding agriculnwe, farming, and farms;
Educate town govermment about agriculrural laws:

Provide information and guidance on sgriculture-related zoning issues;
Previde opportunities id support young farmers and new farmers; and
Support local, regional, and siale vocatenal agricultural educetion
programs.
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Conflict Resohrtion

The Agriculture Commissicn shall be available as a resource and serve in a2 non-
binding conflict resolutior capacity to residents, established town cormmittees 2nd
departments as it relates 10 famning issues.  The Commicsion will nrovide
information t Town staff or beards and commissions 25 appropriate regerdng
complaints between iarmers and neighbors, farmers and farmers, ew... and/or
direct the complainants to other agencies or resources that may be zvailable o
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d. Economic Opportunities
The Agriculture Cominission shall:
{1} Identify luuovative opportunites for farming additional lands in Nerc
Br&r\inm
(2.3 Promote opporunities for residents and jocal busicessss to g support sad
value farming:
(3.) Serve as 2 conduit between non-profit agencies, funders, and local
farmers; and ‘
(4.} Create a climate that supports the sconomic viability of fanrung as a
caresr in INorth Branford

Membership:

The Commission shall be composed of five members. The membership f\x the
Commussion shall be composed of one member from W Town Couneil and four
eiectors. At least, but not more thae, three of the appointed electors shall be actve or
have an interestin farming or agmmmre i North Branord, There shall also be two
appointed alternates” which shall be electors. Members and alternses shall be
appointed withowr regard to political affiliation.

Terms; Compensation.:

Of the four electors initiall ty appointed, cne shell be apoointac fora tery of one year,
one for a term of two vears ang two for a terie. of tares years. All subseqoent
appowtments shall be for a term of toree vears,  Members shall serve withour
compensation.

Cfficers:

The members of the Commussion shall meet and elect 2 Chair who shall presids over
the zall of its meetings and 2 Vice Chalr who shall perform the Chair's duties in his or
her absance. The election of officers shal] take place annually in Dacember.

Feports:

The Commission shall from time 1o tine, but not less often than annually, suomit a
report of it activities w0 the Towr Council and may submit other suoh repoits a3 may
be requested from time to time,

Gifts and Donations:
The Commission has the authority ‘o accept, oa behalf of the Town of North

Branford, gufta or bequests or other personel property or any donation to be used, as
principal or income, for muuicipal and/or agricultural purposes. The Town Treasurer
shall deposit and hold, as a separate fund, any donarions or fwds icrended for
municipal and/or agneuitural purposes that are received from any source.



