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Norman A. Berg born March 14, 1918, 
Burlington, Iowa.



U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Soil 
Conservation Service 
(SCS) is created, 1935, 
with Hugh Hammond 
Bennett as Chief.



President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt asks state 
governors to pass 
legislation allowing soil 
conservation districts, 
1937.



Berg on his family’s 
Grasston, 
Minnesota, farm 
before heading off to 
the University 
of Minnesota, 1937. 



Berg graduates 
from college, 1941.  

He marries 
Ruth Askegaard 
November 20, 
1941.



Berg joins the SCS in Idaho 
in 1943; returns from the 
U.S. Marine Corps in 1946 
to serve as district 
conservationist, then as 
area conservationist in 
Pocatello,  until 1955.



Berg is selected to 
attend Harvard 
University’s graduate 
program in public 
administration, 1955.



Berg chosen as assistant state 
conservationist for South Dakota in 1956, 
where he helps implement 
the Great Plains Conservation Program.



Mr. Berg goes to 
Washington, D.C., 
to work at the SCS 
headquarters, 1960.



Berg promoted to associate 
administrator in 1969.



President Jimmy 
Carter signs the Soil 
and Water Resources 
Conservation Act into 
law, 1976.
President Carter appoints 
Berg the SCS Administrator, 
1979.



Chief Berg announces the launch of the 
National Agricultural Lands study, 1979.



Chief Norm Berg

“Ours is not an 
occupation, it is 
a vocation; it is 
not so much a 
career as a 
calling.”



Berg advocates for the 
Farmland Protection 
Policy Act—language  
in the 1981 Farm Bill 
authorizing a farmland 
information center.



AFT welcomes Berg 
as a senior advisor, 
1982. He also serves 
as Washington 
representative for SWCS.



Berg participates 
in multiple Farm 
Bill debates and 
advocates for 
conservation 
programs, such as 
FRPP.



1994: AFT and 
NRCS create the 
Farmland 
Information Center. 

2004: New FIC Web 
site launched.

2007: Norm Berg 
Collection released.



“Our job is to get the 
people of this 
nation…to 
understand how 
farmers and 
ranchers contribute 
to the environmental 
well-being of us all.”


