GRANT AGREEMENT


Between the


TRI-COUNTY COUNCIL FOR SOUTHERN MARYLAND


P.O. Box 745


Hughesville, MD  20637


(Hereinafter called the Council)


And 


________________________________


________________________________


________________________________


 (Hereinafter called the Grant Recipient)








Title Of Agreement:  Southern Maryland Farm Viability Enhancement Agreement Program





Objective:  to improve the economic bottom-lines and environmental integrity of participating farms through the development and implementation of Farm Viability Enhancement Plans.





Statement of Work:  This cooperative agreement shall be carried out by the Council and the Grant Recipient in the manner and subject to the conditions provided in the Request for Proposals and grant proposal attached hereto and, to the extent they are consistent hereto, made a part of this agreement.





Revision:  N/A





Effective Date:





Approvals:  The signatories hereby certify that they have authority to enter into said cooperative agreement.





	This agreement is hereby approved for the Grant Recipient.





__________________


(Date)





By:  _______________________________________


(Signature)





_______________________________________


(Print)





This agreement is hereby approved for the Tri-County Council.





________________


(Date)





By:  _______________________________________


Director of Agricultural Development


Tri County Council for Southern Maryland


�



A.  It is mutually understood and agreed that:





All aspects of this agreement shall be executed according to the Farm Viability Enhancement Program.  Guidelines, a copy of which is attached ____ and incorporated herein.





The participant(s) must submit a semi-annual report, in farm and content satisfaction to the Council.





The Council will monitor progress of the portion of the plan that pertains to the grant funds and may suggest modifications.





Modifications to the funded portions of the plan are permissible if approved in writing and in advance by the Council.





The participant(s) must be in compliance with the State of Maryland’s nutrient management plan.





All co-owners of the land must agree to the terms of the agreement. There will be no exceptions. 


	[If there is less than one owner, each should sign the Grant Agreement and the Covenant]





Confidentiality


Propriety information collected during the course of this project shall be kept confidential and not released in a form that could identify information relating to individual organizations or small groups of organizations.





Information and/or public briefings concerning the research and planning grants program shall be coordinated between the parties to this Agreement.





Material prepared by the parties to this Agreement shall be available for other use by either party but no material associated with this project shall be publicly released without review of both parties.





Terms of Grant


The participant(s) must agree to the entire conditions of options (1) or (2):


In exchange for up to twenty thousand dollars, the participant(s) will agree to do the following:


Grant a 5-year agricultural use covenant to be filed by the Council among County land records


Implement designated components of the Farm Viability Enhancement Plan.


In exchange for up to forty thousand dollars, the participant(s) will agree to the following:


Grant a 10-year agricultural use covenant to be filed by the Council among County land records


Implement designated portions of the Farm Viability Enhancement Plan.





Payment 


A Default of the Agreement will occur if the grant recipient violates any portion of the Agreement, in which case the Council may require repayment of any money paid by the Council to the grantee under the Agreement plus interest and/or place a lien on the land.





Checks covering payment for the grant program under this agreement shall be drawn in the name of the Grant Recipient.





Funds may not be used for overhead, personal expenses, advertising, or lobbying.  Funds must be used within the categories reflected in the Grant submitted as part G hereof. Any budget variation beyond 10% must be approved by the Council in advance and in writing.





Funds will be disbursed by request on an as needed basis, upon presentation of documentation to, and in the discretion of, the Council.





Payments to the Grant Recipient shall generally be limited to the minimum amounts needed to meet current disbursement needs as prescribed in the grant proposal, unless a cash advance for the amount is requested and approved.





Final payment shall be awarded only upon submission and approval of a final report.





All billing documents must be received and approved by the signature of the Council’s Representative shown in paragraph below.  Billing statements must include itemized budget categories [for Council’s  grant request and] Grant Recipient’s contributions.





Billing documents shall be sent to:





		Director of Agricultural Development 


		Tri-County Council for Southern Maryland


		P.O. Box 745


		Hughesville, MD  20637





Subject to the necessary authority and funds, this agreement shall continue in force until _________________, unless amended or terminated by mutual consent of the parties in writing, or terminated by either party upon 60 days notice in writing.





The following are attached and made part of this agreement:





TCC Request for Proposals.


Grant Proposal Entitled “						 “


Agricultural Use Covenant


Program Guidelines








�



Attachment  2. 	Approved Grant Budget





ITEM�
DOLLARS�
�
Payments by The Tri-County Council to the Grant Recipient for:�
$








�
�
                                       Total:  Tri-County Council payments�
$








�
�
Payments or in kind services provided by the Grant Recipient�
$








�
�
                                       Total:  Grant Recipient contribution�
$








�
�
                                                     Total Project Cost�
$


�
�









C.  Projected Payment Draw Schedule








Anticipated Date for payment request �
DOLLARS�
�
�
$


�
�
�
$


�
�
�
$


�
�
�
$


�
�
�
$


�
�
�
$


�
�
Anticipated Date for Last payment Request �
Total Project Cost:


$�
�



