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As of January 2016, 28 states have state-level purchase of 
agricultural conservation easement (PACE) programs. Three 
states—Arizona, Georgia and Missouri—have authorized 
PACE but do not yet have programs. Montana had a state-
level program that was discontinued in 2003 when state  
authorization expired. This table displays the status and 
summarizes important information about farm and ranch 
land protection programs in 29 states that have funded 
easement acquisitions. For a program to be included, the 
protection of agricultural lands must be one of its core pur-
poses, accomplished primarily by compensating landowners 
for the value of the easement.

Some programs (e.g., Delaware and Massachusetts) purchase 
and hold easements directly. Others have the authority to 
acquire and co-hold easements with partners (e.g., county 
governments). Some programs (e.g., New York and Virginia) 
only provide grants to eligible entities, such as local govern-
ments and land trusts, to buy easements. 

Explanation of Column Headings

Year of Inception/Year of First Acquisition
“Year of Inception” is the year in which the PACE program 
was authorized. “Year of First Acquisition” is the year in 
which the program acquired its first easement. 

Easements or Restrictions Acquired
Number of agricultural conservation easements or conser-
vation restrictions acquired through the program. This 
number does not necessarily reflect the total number of 
farms/ranches protected because some programs acquire a 
property in stages and/or may hold multiple easements on 
the same farm/ranch. Some programs do not hold ease-
ments but instead provide funds for easement purchases to 
local governments or land trusts.

Acres Protected
Number of acres protected by the program.

Land in Farms
Acres of land in farms as reported in the 2012 Census of Agricul-
ture released by the United States Department of Agriculture’s 
National Agricultural Statistics Service (USDA NASS).

For the purposes of the Census of Agriculture, USDA NASS 
defines a “farm” as any place from which $1,000 or more of 
agricultural products were produced and sold, or normally 
would have been sold, during the census year.

Program Funds Spent to Date
Dollars spent by each program to acquire easements on 
farms/ranches. This amount may include unspent funds dedi-
cated for installment payments on completed projects. Un-
less otherwise noted, these figures do not reflect incidental 
land acquisition costs, such as appraisals, insurance and 
recording fees, or the administrative costs of running the 
program. These figures do not include additional funds  
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State

Year of 
Inception/

Year of First 
Acquisition

Easements or 
Restrictions 

Acquired
Acres 

Protected

Land in 
Farms 

(acres)

Program 
Funds Spent 

 to Date

Additional 
Funds Spent 

to Date

  Program 
Funds 

   Available

Program 
Funds 

Available 
Per Capita

Outstanding 
Applications Funding Sources Used to Date State

Alabama                         Alabama

Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries 2004/2005 21 4,591 8,902,654 $1,636,866 $3,273,731 N/A N/A N/A Appropriations, ACEP-ALE  

California   183  59,219  25,569,001  $88,189,439 ^ $67,993,724 $40,691,540   $1.04 3   California

  California Farmland Conservancy Program  1995/1997 181 57,631 $87,689,039 ^ $67,506,224 $0   $0.00 0 Appropriations, bonds, mitigation fees, private contributions, 
ACEP-ALE

 

Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation Program /2015 2 1,588 $500,400 ^ $487,500 $40,691,540 $1.04 3 Greenhouse gas reduction funds

Colorado                          Colorado 

  Great Outdoors Colorado ∆ 1992/1995 417 711,741 31,886,676 $192,575,226 ^  $445,788,850 $21,989,550 ¤ $4.03 8 Local government contributions, lottery proceeds, ACEP-ALE  

Connecticut                         Connecticut 

  Connecticut Farmland Preservation Program 1978/1979 321 40,518 436,539 $133,658,565 $30,721,632 $11,167,413   $3.11 64 Bonds, local government contributions, private contributions, 
real estate transfer tax, recording fees, ACEP-ALE 

 

Delaware   833  118,344  508,652   $150,104,160   $64,341,484  $4,000,000   $4.23 325   Delaware

  Delaware Agricultural Lands Preservation Program – 
Farmland Preservation Program 

1991/1996 808 116,223 $144,070,750   $64,341,484 $3,000,000   $3.17 321 Appropriations, bonds, lawsuit settlement funds, license plate 
revenue, local government contributions, private contributions, 
real estate transfer tax, ACEP-ALE, transportation funding 

 

Delaware Agricultural Lands Preservation Program – 
Young Farmer Program

2011/2012 25 2,121 $6,033,410 $0 $1,000,000 $1.06 4 Appropriations

Florida                       Florida

Rural and Family Lands Protection Program  2001/2001 16 7,216 9,548,342 $13,067,054 ^ $2,147,364 $42,704,920 $2.11 70 Appropriations, bonds, local government contributions, 
ACEP-ALE

 

Hawaii Hawaii

Legacy Land Conservation Program~ 2005/2007 11 1,334 1,129,317 $9,350,000 $10,480,000 $4,500,000 ¤ $3.14 N/A Real estate transfer tax, ACEP-ALE  

Kentucky                         Kentucky

  Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easement Corporation 1994/1998 175 34,079 13,049,347 $13,823,269   $7,451,666 ~ $0   $0.00 0 Appropriations, bonds, tobacco settlement funds, ACEP-ALE, 
ACUB

 

Maine                         Maine

  Maine Farmland Protection Program 1999/1990 40 9,716 1,454,104 $12,469,122 $12,500,000 N/A   N/A 4 Appropriations, bonds, credit card royalties, local 
government contributions, private contributions, ACEP-ALE

 

Maryland    2,808 384,987 2,030,745 $744,512,879 ^ $207,590,463 $42,569,448 ¤ $7.09 0   Maryland

  Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation 1977/1980 2,205 298,884 $476,222,891   $195,544,217 $32,487,299 $5.41 0 Appropriations, bonds, local government contributions, 
private contributions, property tax relief program withdrawal 
penalties, real estate transfer tax, ACEP-ALE

 

  Rural Legacy Program  1997/1999 603 86,103 $268,289,988 ^ $12,046,246 ~ $10,082,149 ¤  $1.68 N/A Appropriations, bonds, local government contributions, 
private contributions, real estate transfer tax, ACEP-ALE

 

Massachusetts                         Massachusetts

  Agricultural Preservation Restriction Program 1977/1980 887 71,268 523,517 $217,973,534 ^ $67,108,427 $10,900,500    $1.60 55 Appropriations, bonds, local government contributions, 
mitigation fees, private contributions, ACEP-ALE, 
transportation funding

 

Michigan                         Michigan

Farmland and Open Space Preservation Program 1994/1994 129 24,728 9,948,564 $36,827,248 $8,645,655 $0 $0.00 0 Local government contributions, private contributions, property 
tax relief program withdrawal penalties, ACEP-ALE

 

Montana                         Montana

  Montana Agricultural Heritage Program  × ~ 1999/2000 8 9,923 59,758,917 $888,000   $1,420,710 $0   $0.00 0 Appropriations, ACEP-ALE  

New Hampshire   111 17,259 474,065 $18,872,953   $20,428,329 $0   N/A N/A   New Hampshire

Agricultural Lands Preservation Program ~ 1979/1980 31 2,864 $5,000,000 $140,000 $0 N/A N/A Appropriations, local government contributions, ACEP-ALE  

Land Conservation Investment Program  × 1987/1988 36 6,232 $5,349,008 $0 $0 $0.00 0 Bonds  

  Land and Community Heritage Investment Program ~ 2000/2001 44 8,163 $8,523,945   $20,288,329 $0   N/A N/A Appropriations, recording fees, ACEP-ALE  

Note: For explanation of column headings and symbols, please see fact sheet text.



FARMLAND INFORMATION CENTER  3

STATUS OF STATE PROGRAMS AS OF JANUARY 2016

State

Year of 
Inception/

Year of First 
Acquisition

Easements or 
Restrictions 

Acquired
Acres 

Protected

Land in 
Farms 

(acres)

Program 
Funds Spent 

 to Date

Additional 
Funds Spent 

to Date

  Program 
Funds 

   Available

Program 
Funds 

Available 
Per Capita

Outstanding 
Applications Funding Sources Used to Date State

Alabama                         Alabama

Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries 2004/2005 21 4,591 8,902,654 $1,636,866 $3,273,731 N/A N/A N/A Appropriations, ACEP-ALE  
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  California Farmland Conservancy Program  1995/1997 181 57,631 $87,689,039 ^ $67,506,224 $0   $0.00 0 Appropriations, bonds, mitigation fees, private contributions, 
ACEP-ALE

 

Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation Program /2015 2 1,588 $500,400 ^ $487,500 $40,691,540 $1.04 3 Greenhouse gas reduction funds

Colorado                          Colorado 

  Great Outdoors Colorado ∆ 1992/1995 417 711,741 31,886,676 $192,575,226 ^  $445,788,850 $21,989,550 ¤ $4.03 8 Local government contributions, lottery proceeds, ACEP-ALE  
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  Connecticut Farmland Preservation Program 1978/1979 321 40,518 436,539 $133,658,565 $30,721,632 $11,167,413   $3.11 64 Bonds, local government contributions, private contributions, 
real estate transfer tax, recording fees, ACEP-ALE 

 

Delaware   833  118,344  508,652   $150,104,160   $64,341,484  $4,000,000   $4.23 325   Delaware

  Delaware Agricultural Lands Preservation Program – 
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2011/2012 25 2,121 $6,033,410 $0 $1,000,000 $1.06 4 Appropriations
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Rural and Family Lands Protection Program  2001/2001 16 7,216 9,548,342 $13,067,054 ^ $2,147,364 $42,704,920 $2.11 70 Appropriations, bonds, local government contributions, 
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Legacy Land Conservation Program~ 2005/2007 11 1,334 1,129,317 $9,350,000 $10,480,000 $4,500,000 ¤ $3.14 N/A Real estate transfer tax, ACEP-ALE  
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New Jersey                         New Jersey

  New Jersey Farmland Preservation Program 1983/1985 2,384 219,379 715,057 $1,057,740,065   $607,138,779 $129,600,000    $14.47 225 Appropriations, bonds, local government contributions,  
private contributions, sale of fee-simple purchased 
properties, state sales and use tax, ACEP-ALE

 

New Mexico                         New Mexico

  New Mexico Natural Heritage Conservation Program~ 2010/2010 3 5,930 43,201,023 $850,000   $1,200,000 $0   $0.00 N/A Appropriations, ACEP-ALE  

New York                         New York

New York State Agricultural and Farmland Protection 
Program

1996/1998 233 59,510 7,183,576 $140,306,211 ^ $44,270,029 ~ $15,000,000   $.76 0 Bonds, bottle bill revenue, license plate fees, local 
government contributions, real estate transfer tax, ACEP-ALE

 

North Carolina                         North Carolina

Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation 
Program  

1986/1999 114 15,584 8,414,756 $15,880,878 $62,591,948 $2,650,985 $.26 16 Appropriations, local government contributions, private 
contributions, ACEP-ALE

 

Ohio                           Ohio

  Agricultural Easement Purchase Program ‡ 1999/1999 356 59,748 13,960,604 $50,040,816   $17,163,553 $8,216,805   $.71 81 Bonds, local government contributions, private 
contributions, ACEP-ALE

 

Pennsylvania                         Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Agricultural Conservation Easement  
Purchase Program

1988/1989 4,892 516,415 7,704,444 $895,340,886 ^ $488,040,397 $52,278,663 $4.08 1,500 Appropriations, bonds, cigarette tax, interest on securities, 
local government contributions, municipal landfill fees, 
property tax revenue, use value assessment withdrawal 
penalties, ACEP-ALE

 

Rhode Island                         Rhode Island

  Farmland Preservation Program 1981/1985 102 7,061 69,589 $32,966,000   $55,002,000 $3,000,000   $2.84 31 Appropriations, bonds, local government contributions, 
private contributions, ACEP-ALE, transportation funding

 

South Carolina                         South Carolina

South Carolina Conservation Bank ~ 2002/2004 58 19,943 4,971,244 $17,664,713 N/A N/A N/A 10 Real estate transfer tax, recording fees  

Texas                           Texas

  Texas Farm and Ranch Lands Conservation Program 2005/2005 9 7,167 130,153,438 $6,000,000   N/A $1,900,000 ¤ $.07 0 Appropriations, Federal Coastal Impact Assistance Program, 
ACEP-ALE 

 

Utah     64 79,339 10,974,396 $12,933,172    $178,019,845 N/A    N/A 0   Utah

Critical Agricultural Land Conservation Fund 1999/2001 27 15,740 $456,000 $23,341,225 $0   0 Appropriations, local government contributions, private 
contributions, ACEP-ALE

 

  LeRay McAllister Critical Lands Conservation Fund ~ 1999/2000 37 63,599   $12,477,172   $154,678,620 N/A     N/A Appropriations, local government contributions, private 
contributions, ACEP-ALE

 

Vermont                         Vermont

Vermont Housing and Conservation Board, Farmland 
Preservation Program

1987/1987 667 153,034 1,251,713 $73,545,150 ^ $94,885,000 $2,670,000 60 Appropriations, bonds, Farms for the Future pilot program, 
local government contributions, mitigation fees, private 
contributions, real estate transfer tax, ACEP-ALE, 
transportation funding

 

Virginia   88 17,314 8,302,444 $12,060,924 ^ $16,277,376 $2,856,899    $.34 N/A   Virginia

Department of Conservation and Recreation, Virginia 
Land Conservation Foundation 

2000/2001 17 7,009 $3,440,094 ^ $0 N/A  N/A N/A Appropriations  

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, 
Farmland Preservation Program

2001/2008 71 10,305 $8,620,830 ^ $16,277,376 $2,856,899 $.34  0 Appropriations  

Washington                         Washington

Farmland Preservation Program 2007/2008 50 6,836 14,748,107 $12,359,302 ^ $17,863,628 N/A   N/A N/A Bonds, development impact fees, local government 
contributions, private contributions, real estate transfer tax, 
ACEP-ALE

 

West Virginia                         West Virginia

West Virginia Agricultural Land Protection Authority 2000/2009 23 5,061 3,606,674 $3,165,383 $53,035,357 $3,591,318   $1.95 124 Appropriations, deed recording fees  

Wisconsin                         Wisconsin

Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easements Program 2009/2011 17 5,120 14,568,926 $4,824,076 ^ $1,726,900 $0   $0.00 0 Bonds, private contributions, ACEP-ALE  

STATE TOTALS   15,020 2,672,364 $3,969,625,889 ^  $2,587,106,847 $400,288,041 ¤    2,566   STATE TOTALS 

Note: For explanation of column headings and symbols, please see fact sheet text.
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New Jersey                         New Jersey

  New Jersey Farmland Preservation Program 1983/1985 2,384 219,379 715,057 $1,057,740,065   $607,138,779 $129,600,000    $14.47 225 Appropriations, bonds, local government contributions,  
private contributions, sale of fee-simple purchased 
properties, state sales and use tax, ACEP-ALE

 

New Mexico                         New Mexico

  New Mexico Natural Heritage Conservation Program~ 2010/2010 3 5,930 43,201,023 $850,000   $1,200,000 $0   $0.00 N/A Appropriations, ACEP-ALE  

New York                         New York

New York State Agricultural and Farmland Protection 
Program

1996/1998 233 59,510 7,183,576 $140,306,211 ^ $44,270,029 ~ $15,000,000   $.76 0 Bonds, bottle bill revenue, license plate fees, local 
government contributions, real estate transfer tax, ACEP-ALE

 

North Carolina                         North Carolina

Agricultural Development and Farmland Preservation 
Program  

1986/1999 114 15,584 8,414,756 $15,880,878 $62,591,948 $2,650,985 $.26 16 Appropriations, local government contributions, private 
contributions, ACEP-ALE

 

Ohio                           Ohio

  Agricultural Easement Purchase Program ‡ 1999/1999 356 59,748 13,960,604 $50,040,816   $17,163,553 $8,216,805   $.71 81 Bonds, local government contributions, private 
contributions, ACEP-ALE

 

Pennsylvania                         Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania Agricultural Conservation Easement  
Purchase Program

1988/1989 4,892 516,415 7,704,444 $895,340,886 ^ $488,040,397 $52,278,663 $4.08 1,500 Appropriations, bonds, cigarette tax, interest on securities, 
local government contributions, municipal landfill fees, 
property tax revenue, use value assessment withdrawal 
penalties, ACEP-ALE

 

Rhode Island                         Rhode Island

  Farmland Preservation Program 1981/1985 102 7,061 69,589 $32,966,000   $55,002,000 $3,000,000   $2.84 31 Appropriations, bonds, local government contributions, 
private contributions, ACEP-ALE, transportation funding

 

South Carolina                         South Carolina

South Carolina Conservation Bank ~ 2002/2004 58 19,943 4,971,244 $17,664,713 N/A N/A N/A 10 Real estate transfer tax, recording fees  

Texas                           Texas

  Texas Farm and Ranch Lands Conservation Program 2005/2005 9 7,167 130,153,438 $6,000,000   N/A $1,900,000 ¤ $.07 0 Appropriations, Federal Coastal Impact Assistance Program, 
ACEP-ALE 

 

Utah     64 79,339 10,974,396 $12,933,172    $178,019,845 N/A    N/A 0   Utah

Critical Agricultural Land Conservation Fund 1999/2001 27 15,740 $456,000 $23,341,225 $0   0 Appropriations, local government contributions, private 
contributions, ACEP-ALE

 

  LeRay McAllister Critical Lands Conservation Fund ~ 1999/2000 37 63,599   $12,477,172   $154,678,620 N/A     N/A Appropriations, local government contributions, private 
contributions, ACEP-ALE

 

Vermont                         Vermont

Vermont Housing and Conservation Board, Farmland 
Preservation Program

1987/1987 667 153,034 1,251,713 $73,545,150 ^ $94,885,000 $2,670,000 60 Appropriations, bonds, Farms for the Future pilot program, 
local government contributions, mitigation fees, private 
contributions, real estate transfer tax, ACEP-ALE, 
transportation funding

 

Virginia   88 17,314 8,302,444 $12,060,924 ^ $16,277,376 $2,856,899    $.34 N/A   Virginia

Department of Conservation and Recreation, Virginia 
Land Conservation Foundation 

2000/2001 17 7,009 $3,440,094 ^ $0 N/A  N/A N/A Appropriations  

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, 
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contributed by federal programs, local governments (coun-
ties and municipalities), private land trusts, foundations 
and/or individuals.

Additional Funds Spent to Date
Funds contributed toward state program acquisitions by 
federal programs, local governments, private land trusts, 
foundations and/or individuals (see “Funding Sources Used 
to Date”).

Program Funds Available
Program funds available for the current fiscal year to acquire 
easements on agricultural land. 

Program Funds Available Per Capita
Program funds available per capita are based on state 
population estimates for 2015 from the U.S. Census Bureau.

Outstanding Applications
Backlog of applications reported by program administrators.

Funding Sources Used to Date
Sources of funding for each program. “Transportation funding” 
refers to federal money disbursed under The Moving Ahead 
for Progress in the 21st Century Act and its predecessors for 
“transportation enhancements.” Easement acquisitions that 
protect scenic views and historic sites along transportation 
routes were eligible for these funds prior to 2012.

The Army Compatible Use Buffer (ACUB) Program provides 
funds to establish easement-protected buffer areas around 
military installations.

The federal Coastal Impact Assistance Program authorizes 
funds to be distributed to oil and gas producing states to  
mitigate the impacts of oil and gas extraction from the 
continental shelf.

NOTES
∆	 Program activity includes fee simple acquisitions of 

agricultural land. Great Outdoors Colorado grant 
recipients are required to resell land acquired in fee 
subject to a conservation easement.

^ “Program Funds Spent to Date” includes incidental 
land acquisition costs and/or personnel costs.

x 	Program has terminated or is no longer acquiring 
agricultural conservation easements.

~	 Figures are carried forward from previous PACE 
tables.

¤	 “Program Funds Available” includes money for other 
land conservation purposes.

‡	 Total includes 14 easements, 3,000 acres and 
$1.5 million of additional funds spent that were 
credited to the Southern Ohio Tobacco Agricultural 
Easement Program (SOTAEP). SOTAEP was a one-
time partnership between the Ohio Department 
of Agriculture, Southern Ohio Agricultural and 
Community Development Foundation and five local 
Soil and Water Conservation Districts. The Ohio 
Department of Agriculture currently administers 
these easements. In prior years SOTAEP’s activity 
was represented separately on this table. 

© September 2016

The Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP)
protects agricultural land and conserves wetlands. It consoli-
dates the Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP), 
the Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) and the Wetlands 
Reserve Program (WRP). The Agricultural Land Easements 
(ALE) component of ACEP provides matching funds to 
eligible entities to buy conservation easments on farm and 
ranch land. In the table, ACEP-ALE includes FRPP.

In addition to these sources of funding, several programs 
reported contributions from private sources.

FA R M L A N D I N F O R M AT I O N C E N T E R

6

For more information on PACE, see the Purchase of Agricultural Easements fact sheet and other PACE resources on the Farmland 
Information Center (FIC) website. The FIC is a clearinghouse for information about farmland protection and stewardship. The FIC 
is a public/private partnership between the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and American Farmland Trust. 

(800) 370-4879
www.farmlandinfo.org

    @farmlandinfowww.farmland.org

http://www.farmlandinfo.org/purchase-agricultural-conservation-easements
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/search/type/literature?search_api_views_fulltext=Purchase%20of%20Agricultural%20Easement%20Programs
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