


This book is respectfully dedicated to Norm: Berg,
who has devoted bis life to inspiring and teaching
us all how to conserve our nation’s

maost p?‘fECiOHS natural resource.
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No issue will be more important to 21st Century America than how we use our
dwindling fand resources. The competition for land—-especially producuve agriculrural land—
will intensify as our population grows and the communications revolution makes it easier for
us to live and work in widely-dispersed communities. The irreplaceable land that produces our FROM THE CHAIRMAN
food and provides us with scenic open space, wildlife habitat and clean water is increasingly at
risk from urban spraw! and rural subdivisions. To assure a prosperous future, we must save

our farmland.

Efforts to protect America’s farmland begin at the local level, where sprawl threatens
community character and endangers fiscal stability. The strategies, policies and techniques
described in this book will help farmers and ranchers, public officials, conservationists and

other citizens understand how to protect precious agricultural land and landscapes.

However, local initiative is not always enough. The competition for land occurs in
the context of a global economy and is strongly influenced by federal and state government
policies. Even the most well-intentioned local efforts will fail if state legislatures and Congress
continue to promote policies that facilitate development on agricuitural fand. Now is the time
for policymakers at all levels of government to support agriculture and re-examine the trans-
portation, tax, and even environmental programs that contribute to urban sprawl. This book

offers the kind of insight and information needed to accomplish this rask.

Saving American Farmland is the most comprehensive reference publication available
on the subject. This guidebook complements and expands the vast resources of the American
Farmland Trust-managed Farmiand Information Center—an Internet-accessible database and
library. Together they provide the most up-to-date information on the full range of public
policies and programs that give landowners alternatives to selling farm and ranch lands for

development.

Saving American Farmland features impressive success stories detailing how local
communities have built comprehensive programs to protect farmland, AFT offers these
stories to inspire concerned citizens and communities across the nation 1o protect the land
that sustains us all.

William K. Reiily
Chairman of the Board

American Farmland Trust
July 1997

Amertcan Farmiland Trust
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