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State Programs

 Farming for Healthy Soils Grant Program, 3-year funding 

from National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 

 Maryland Agricultural Water Quality Cost Share Program 

(MACS)

 Forthcoming: Maryland Healthy Soils Program (intended to 

replace the Farming for Healthy Soils Grant Program) 



Farming for Healthy Soils Grant Program

 Supports new practice implementation 

of: 

 Cover Crops

 Prescribed Grazing

 Nutrient Management

 No Till/Reduced Till

 MDA staff collect soil samples for active 

carbon and microbial respiration 

testing and the Maryland Soil Health 

Card

 Financial and technical assistance 

available 

 Cost share limited to $5000 per 

year 

 Available until 2023



Farming for Healthy Soils Grant 

Program: Example Results





MACS Capital Program

 40+ NRCS practices are eligible for 

cost share

 High priority practices eligible for 

100% cost share (nearly half) and 

 Rates up to 87.5% for remaining. 

 Established to focus on water 

quality, recent legislation expands 

the eligibility of MACS programs to 

recognize environmental co-

benefits including soil health

 More information here: 

https://mda.maryland.gov/resourc

e_conservation/pages/macs.aspx
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MACS Cover Crop Program

 Focused on water quality 

outcomes – soil health co-

benefits 

 Average nearly 462,000 

acres planted each year 

over past 5 years

 New incentives this year 

for multi-species and 

extended season plantings



Forthcoming: Healthy Soils Program

 Grant Program: focused on small farms and soil health 

research plots

 Cover Crop+: longer term (5 year) contracts with 

producers to plant extended season and/or multi-species 

cover crops

 Additional details available pending Advisory Committee 

input and future program development



Other Farm Operation Resources

 Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 

 Manure Transport Program

 Maryland Income Tax Subtraction – for certain types of 

conservation equipment

 Low Interest Loans for Agricultural Conservation –

available to fill gaps between cost share and equipment 

costs

 Manure Injection Cost Share



Regulatory Requirements

 All producers participating in state programs are required 

to have an active nutrient management plan

 In some cases, an active conservation plan is also required 

(e.g. higher cost share for MACS Capital projects) 



MD Healthy Soils Program Contact 

Information

 Healthy Soils Program Coordinator

 Kevin.antoszewski@Maryland.gov

 410-841-5866
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