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Statutory Purpose
“the dual goals of creating affordable housing for 

Vermonters, and conserving and protecting 

Vermont’s agricultural land ,  forest land, historic 

propert ies, important natural areas, and recreational  

lands of primary importance to the economic vi tal i ty 

and qual i ty of l i fe of the State."  
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10 V.S.A.15 §302



Farmland Conservation Program

Since 1987:

• 173,000 acres conserved

• 808 farms conserved

• $96M in State Funds 

• $87M in Federal Funds

• $3M annually from ACEP-ALE

- Cert i f ied Enti ty since 2016.

- 18 month pipel ine: 85 projects, 
15,000 acres
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Why did we start using the State and 

Local Policy Criterion?

To reflect the varied Vermont agricultural 

landscape – hilltop farms are productive 

and valuable!
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How do these parcels qualify for enrollment?
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How do these parcels qualify for enrollment?

6



How do these parcels qualify for enrollment?
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How has it been working?
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• Hugely important to the 
success of program. 

• Avg of ¼ to 1/3 of enrollments 
fall into this category.

• Straightforward, streamlined 
process. 

• On par with Certified Entity 
status for importance.



Questions or 
Comments?
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THANK YOU

Stacy Cibula
Agricultural Program 
Director
s.cibula@vhcb.org
vhcb.org /our-
programs /conservation /farmland

10


	NRCS STATE & LOCAL Policy criterion:�Vermont case study
	Statutory Purpose
	Slide Number 3
	Why did we start using the State and Local Policy Criterion?
	How do these parcels qualify for enrollment?
	How do these parcels qualify for enrollment?
	How do these parcels qualify for enrollment?
	Slide Number 8
	Questions or Comments?
	THANK YOU

