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Burrows Ranch

Bill and Kay Burrows are fifth generation ranchers with a 3,500-
acre family ranch west of Red Bluff, California. Mr. Burrows
attended University of California Davis and spent 385 years
developing the Agriculture and Natural Resources Program at
Shasta College while also operating the family ranch. In today's
cattle business a rancher has to be able to run about 500 head to
make a living, but the Burrows Ranch only has room for 150
cattle. A holistic management decision-making process
converted the ranch from a cattle operation to a diversified cattle,
agritourism, carbon sequestration, and land conservation
business that uses cattle as well as meat goats and sheep for brush
control.

Harvesting Sunlight

After losing money for seven consecutive years and watching
neighbors go bankrupt, the Burrows knew that 1985 would have
to be different it the operation was to be saved. That year the
Burrows were introduced to a new decision-making process
called holistic management. It was a revolutionary way of
thinking that focused on the ranch's economic viability, social
responsibility, and environmental stewardship. With a new
mindset that saw his land as not only range for cattle but as a sun
powered natural resource generator the Burrows were able to
return to profitability within two years. With only 20% of their
income from grass-fed cattle and livestock, a thriving
agritourism business, a successful carbon sequestration program,
and wetlands program for migrating birds and a management
plan that utilizes cattle, as well as goats and sheep for brush
control, make up the large majority of the Burrows” income.

“There are probably a thousand things we could do to
make a profit, but we only choose the ones’ that support
the quality of life that our family enjoys.”

- Bill Burrows




CONSERVATION EASEMENT

In December 2010, the Burrows finalized a 3,460-acre conservation easement through the
Northcoast Regional Land Trust that encourages agricultural production, cattle grazing and
habitat protection, and directly supports a diversified and vibrant agriculture and agro-
tourism operation forever protecting the land from development and subdivision. The
easement includes thousands of acres of blue oak woodland and savannah, as well as annual
grassland, working farmland, chamise-redshank chaparral, spring-fed wetlands,

intermittent and perennial streams, riparian habitat along Red Bank Creek and North Fork
Elder Creek, scenic open space, and habitat supporting several special-status species
including valley elderberry longhorn beetle, foothill yellow-legged frog, and California red-
legged frog. The project is also contiguous with land owned by the Bureau of Land
Management and Mendocino National Forest, providing an essential buffer to help prevent
the area from being compromised by incompatible land use. Funding for the purchase of
the conservation easement was provided by the California Wildlife Conservation Board’s
Oak Woodland Protection Program.
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