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Dan Cummings

Mr. Cummings lives in Chico, California and as the CEO of
Capay Farms manages over 10,000-acres of almonds and
walnuts in Butte, Glenn, and Colusa counties. Mr. Cummings
earned a B.A. in Economics from Stanford University and an
M.B.A. from Harvard University and has a toolset that allows
him to wear many hats. In addition to managing Capay Farms,
Mr. Cummings is Chairman Emeritus of Project Apis m. (PAm)
and currently serves as its Chief Financial Officer. PAm is a
tundraising and research group seeking to enhance the health of
honey bees. Mr. Cummings is also a partner and the CFO of
Olivarez Honey Bees in Orland, California, and is the managing
partner of Cummings-Violich, Inc, an Agribusiness
Management Company that farms several thousand acres of
almonds and walnuts. Furthermore, he is a Director of Blue
Diamond Growers and has held several leadership positions
with the Almond Board of California, currently serving as
Chairman of their Bee Task Force.

Pollinating Almonds

Mr. Cummings is responsible for 10,000-acres of almonds in the
Central Valley of California. With 870,000-acres of almonds
growing in the valley yielding 2 billion pounds of almonds,
efficiently pollinating the trees is a major business. Between
October and February over 31 million honeybees are trucked
from across the country to the Central Valley to undertake the
critical pollination of almond orchards. Increasingly this
pollination is under threat as colony collapse disorder (CCD),
possibly a result of commercial bees feeding on only a single
crop, but still largely unexplained, is killing or weakening many
bee colonies. Mr. Cummings is addressing this issues form
numerous angles. As Chairman Emeritus of Project Apis m., Mr.
Cummings is ensuring that scientific research projects with
practical solutions are funded. As a partner and the CFO of
Olivarez Honey Bees, Mr. Cummings is providing California
with a healthy supply of honeybees. Lastly, Mr. Cummings serves
on the Almond Board looking into alternative forms of
pollination such as self-pollinating trees and blue orchard bees.




Alternatives to Honey Bee Pollination

With colony collapse disorder (CCD) now causing an overwintering loss rate of 30%, the price
of honey bee pollination is increasing and the search for alternatives in underway. The blue
orchard bee (BOB) holds promise as an alternative pollinator. Unaffected by CCD, the BOB
are willing to fly in lower temperatures, an important consideration for almonds as they are

the first crop each year to be pollinated, and can produce higher yields but they are currently
more expensive than honey bees. Another alternative to the honeybee are self-fertile
almond trees. One of the best-known varieties is the Independence almond, which was
developed by Zaiger Genetics of Modesto, and is marketed by Dave Wilson Nursery. With
5-7,000 of these trees in the ground it is too early to tell if they are a viable alternative to
honeybee pollination.
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