


Butler Ranch

"There’s certified organic and
then there’s the spirit of organic
—our grapes are 100% of both.
Organic certification means we
don’t use synthetic pesticides or
fertilizers and we go through
significant auditing every year to
make sure all of our practices
meet or beat USDA
regulations... The spirit of
organic is a proactive approach
that places us in tune with the
vines and the land, observing
their cues and anticipating what
they need." Bonterra Philosophy
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SAVING THE LAND THAT SusTaIiNs Us

Soil Management at Fetzer and Bonterra Vineyards

BEGINNINGS

Wine quality is dependent upon the ferroir, the growing practices, and
vintner technique. The concept of the French term zerroir refers to the soil
type, geography, geology and climate of a region that give special
characteristics to agricultural products. The taste of a wine is influenced by
the nutrients contained in the soil and to continue producing flavorful wines
and wine grapes soil management is key. Fetzer and Bonterra have
implemented a variety of soil management practices such as cover cropping,
composting, drainage systems and conservation tillage for the purpose of
reducing soil erosion while also promoting carbon storage and soil quality.
Healthy soil leads to adequate soil drainage and helps to eliminate both soil
born diseases and irrigation inefficiencies.

Between 2006 and 2007 Fetzer and Bonterra collaborated with the California
Sustainable Winegrowing Alliance (http://www.sustainablewinegrowing.org/)
and UC Cooperative Extension on a study to document the benefits of
biodiversity and identify practices for conserving and enhancing biodiversity in
and around vineyards. The project was funded by the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation. The vineyards participated in documenting the effects of
the habitat restoration practices, hedgerows, and cover cropping to attract
valuable ecosystem services, such as beneficial insects that help to control pests.

IMPLEMENTATION AND MANAGEMENT

Fetzer and Bonterra plant different mixes of cover crops along their vineyard
floors to fix nitrogen, control soil vigor, attract beneficial insects and reduce
runoft. The placement of sheep and chickens throughout the vineyards assist
with weed control, soil fertility, and controlling typical pests such as cut
worms and beetles. Fetzer makes a minimum of 2,000 tons of compost
annually from leftover grape skins, seeds, and stems to provide valuable soil
nutrients. Compost from their operation is used as an amendment once a
year on most blocks for increasing soil organic matter. Soil analysis and
monitoring periods occur every 2-3 years to evaluate soil nutrient levels.

FOSTERING SUCCESS

In 2009 Fetzer began participating in an additional third-party sustainability
certification program called Certified California Sustainable Winegrowing
that is also part of the California Sustainable Winegrowing Alliance. Fetzer
has an employee led safety program with an initiative called CA.R.E
(Communication, Awareness, Reward and Education) that includes safety
training sessions, research projects, and infrastructure to ensure safety at
work. They also offer employee educational oppor tunities, language classes
and scholarship support for both employees and their families.
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