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Brief history of planning

▪ 1931-Adopted first Comprehensive Plan

▪ 1958– First Urban Services Boundary in the United States

▪ Proliferation of large lot subdivisions

▪ 1964 – 10-acre lot minimum in Rural Service Area

▪ 1990-1997 – Proliferation of 10-acre lots

▪ 4,700 acres for 429 houses

▪ Inside the USB, 4,700 acres=20,000 typical residential lots

▪ August 1998 – Moratorium on 10-acre lots

▪ 1997-1999-Rural Land Management Plan

▪ Ad-hoc committee made up of diverse interests

▪ Met for two years

▪ Made two recommendations

▪ Increase minimum lot size to 40 acres

▪ Implement Purchase of Development Rights program

▪ 1999-Adopted Rural Land Management Plan

▪ Updated in 2017

▪ 2000-Purchase of Development Rights Ordinance with 
50,000-acre goal
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Tools for farmland protection

• Urban Services Boundary

• Agricultural Zoning

• Limit conditional uses in Rural Service Area

• Large lot minimum in Rural Service Area

• Prohibit in-family conveyances less than rural 
lot minimum

• Goal for permanent farmland protection 
adopted in Comprehensive Plan

• Local Purchase of Development Rights or 
Purchase of Agricultural Conservation 
Easement program

• Private land trust working in partnership with 
local PDR/PACE program 
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