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Additive Conservation



More than 37
Individual States

Land Stewardship 
“should” matter to a 
growing urban public
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Total Conversion (2001-2016)

Acres Converted Percent Converted 



▪ Land loss highlight need 
to understand value of 
ecosystem services.

▪ Without financial 
valuations, services are 
often overlooked or 
undervalued.

▪ Quantifying financial benefits informs 
future decision-making, land policy, and 
conservation. 

Why Value Land?



Private landowners are 
the solution………



The key is to drive

LAND STEWARDSHIP
outcomes while enhancing

PRODUCERS LIVELIHOODS
and 

PUBLIC BENEFITS



Conservation
Without

Compen$ation
Is Only a

Conversation 



“Conservation will ultimately boil down to rewarding the 

private landowner who conserves the public interest.”
Aldo Leopold, Conservation Economics- 1934



Beyond 

the 

Fence 

Line



Ecosystem 

Services are all the 

processes and outputs that 

nature provides us with. 

These include Provisioning 

Services (food, water), 

Regulating Services (control 

flooding, carbon storage), 

Supporting Services 

(habitat), and Cultural 

Services (recreation and 

tourism).

ECOSYSTEM 

SERVICES
What Nature 

provides          

…..from 

RANCHING



Ecosystem Value “Stacking”

Ecosystem Service Statewide Average 

Food and Fiber Production $103 

Erosion Control $27 

Flood Mitigation $22 

Air Quality and Pollution Removal $19 

Carbon Storage and Sequestration $13 

Recreation (Consumptive-Hunting) $9 

Recreation (Non-Consumptive) $12 

Water Quantity (Replacement) $384 

Water Quantity (Improvement) $29 

Water Quality $30 

Wildlife Habitat/Biodiversity $16 

Total Value $629 



Change the 
paradigm of 
ecosystem services

They don’t just occur….It takes 
Land Stewards to provide 
them….



What’s the next tool?
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net zero carbon neutral
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Current Company Commitments



Current US Carbon Market for Agriculture

Compliance Market Voluntary Market*

Livestock Manure 

Management

Rice Management
Avoided Conversion 

of GrasslandsNutrient 

Management

Compost 

Additions

Organic Waste 

Diversion

*A complete list of all of the currently approved agricultural  methodologies/protocols can be found at www.c-agg.org

MARKETS

PROTOCOLS

REGISTRIES



Soil Carbon – Grassland Carbon Projects



Cropland 
Premium – 

CAR 
Document



Class I-IV 
Soils



Cultivated 
Fields – 

Taken Out



Water – 
Taken Out



Excessive 
Tree Canopy 

Cover – 
Taken Out



Example of 
Eligible Soils 

on Ranch



Land Use Change



Centralized Trusted HUB



You Don’t Know What You Don’t Know



A shift in strategy is needed from defensive to 
proactive where we come together to address the 
greatest challenge of our time.   

To keep our Working Lands Working and providing a 
Legacy to the Next Generation.
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