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Background
1. Boulder County 

2. Importance of local farmers

1. Local food access

2. Soil health

3. Social fabric 



Boulder County, CO

Colorado: 
5,773,714¹

Boulder County: 
330,758¹

Unincorporated Boulder County:
42,177²



Boulder County, CO

Agricultural Zoning (white):
116,307 acres

Active farmland:
74,222 acres

826 Farms 
1479 Producers

Age

<35 35-64 65 and older
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Challenges faced by farmers

• Development and rising land costs

• Climate impacts

• Market pressures

Affordable housing Marshall Fire



Dedicated Open Space
• 34,311 acres of farmland protected and leased

Efforts to counteract challenges



Sustainability Tax 
• Funds programs supporting healthy soil practices and sustainable ag infrastructure 

Sustainable Food & Ag Fund ($100k) Soil Health Initiative ($1M)

Efforts to counteract challenges



Zoning as a tool 
to support 
family farms



Ag Zoning 
Designations

Agricultural

Rural Residential



Agricultural

Rural Residential

Ag Zoning 
Designations



Flexible Zoning 
Policies

• Ag-related uses

• Changing needs of farmers = rethink 

definition of ag

• Allowances that can support ag 

economy and land preservation 



Flexible Zoning 
Policies

Ag sales & structures 

Demonstration farm
 or farm camp

Farm events and home events



Flexible Zoning 
Policies

Boulder County CE’s preserve >40,000 
acres and 850 private properties in:

•Scenic open space

•Agricultural properties as working 
farms and ranches

•Mountain properties that protect 
significant natural habitat

•Buffers between municipalities

•Natural areas, historically important 
buildings, and pastoral character in rural 
areas



Flexible Zoning 
Policies



A 32-unit residential development for farm 

workers operated by the Boulder County 

Housing Authority in Longmont, Colorado 

Flexible Zoning 
Policies



Complementary 
procedures  



Incentive Focus Criteria

Expedited permitting Low impact structures Under 5000 sq. ft.

Infrastructure exemptions Temporary structures Hoop houses/high tunnels/sheds 

Additional allowance certificate Verified Established Farm Use
For those contributing 
significantly to ag economy + 
responsible land management 

Complementary 
zoning procedures

Allowed up to 25 people per day allowed by 
right for farm classes (15 is standard)



• Pilot projects can inform policy

• Lean into innovation 

Complementary 
zoning procedures

Jack’s Solar Garden



• Pilot projects can inform policy

• Lean into innovation 

•  E.g., agrivoltaics 

Complementary 
zoning procedures

Jack’s Solar Garden



Complementary 
zoning procedures

Draft example of pilot project: 

free farm stand design that comes with pre-

approved building permit 



• Dedicated to ag zoning and 

procedure reform

• Engagement & policy role 

• Explore creative solutions

Agricultural Planner



Explore solutions that integrate land use, ag economy viability, and 
conservation

Call to action
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