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Kane County Local Food and Farm Program  



How to structure a PACE program



Focus Group          Future Farmland 
Commission

Local Farmers!!

interactive 
group 
setting





Farm 
bureau

Soil & 
Water 
District

Elected 
Official

Farm 
Neighbor

First Closing 



• Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1933
• Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1938
• Agricultural Act of 1948
• Agricultural Act of 1949
• Agricultural Act of 1954
• Agricultural Act of 1956
• Food and Agriculture Act of 1965
• Agricultural Act of 1970
• Agriculture and Consumer Protection Act of 

1973
• Food and Agriculture Act of 1977
• Agriculture and Food Act of 1981
• Food Security Act of 1985
• Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act 

of 1990
• Federal Agriculture Improvement and Reform 

Act of 1996
• Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002
• Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008
• Agricultural Act of 2014
• Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018

Kane County 
applies for Federal 
Funding match in 

2002 



Local 
easement 
funding 
stalls









Agriculture Districts

Natural Resource Inventory

Zoning
 
Local Resolution in Support of 
Agriculture

Maps:  Agriculture infrastructure, 
legacy farms, scenic resources, 
prime soil

Land Use Planning

Economic Value of Local Ag

PACE 
TOOLKIT



Use the local government planning process



Existing Land Use County or Municipal 
Zoning

Municipal Future Land Use 
County Future Land Use



Conversion 2001 – 2016                =    20,600 acres
Conversion Nationally Significant       =      16,800 acres
       
 
Permanently protected   2001 – 2016 = ~6,000 acres





Eligibility for Parcels for Ag 
Conservation Easements 

NRCS farmland protection programs:  ACEP-ALE and RCPP

• Contain at least 50% prime, unique, statewide, or locally 
important farmland

• Contain historical or archeological resources
• Protect grazing uses and related conservation values
• Further a State or local policy consistent with the purposes of the 

program

When 
using 
NRCS 

matching 
funds



Agriculture parcels everywhere in Kane

Analysis could include:
             Existing land use compared to:

•      Size of parcel
•      Soil analysis (prime, statewide   

importance)
•      Location to markets
•      Distance to farmers markets
•      Ag businesses and supporting network
•      Ownership
•      Zoning
•     Proposed future land use
•     Current crop
•     Cropped by owner or renter
•     Utilities nearby
•     Nearby protected lands (open or ag)
•     Nearby planned protected land
•     Historic farms and landmarks
•     Centennial farms
•    Nearby rustic roads
•    Scenic viewsheds
•    Water 
     



WHERE? 



https://www.kanecountyil.gov/Pages/Employment.aspx
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