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Session Overview

• Farmland Protection 
Toolkit: Farm Viability 
Programs

• Research Review: 
Outcomes of Farmland 
Protection 

• Viability 
Implementation: Soil 
and Water Conservation 
Grants and Wildlife 
Fencing Grants



American Farmland Trust

SAVING THE LAND THAT SUSTAINS US

PROTECT FARMLAND

PROMOTE SOUND FARMING PRACTICES

KEEP FARMERS ON THE LAND



Wisconsin Farmland Protection Partnership



Projected Conversion 2016-2040



Agricultural 
Conservation 

Easements

Land 
Management

Outreach & 
Education

Demonstration 
Sites



The National Agricultural 
Land Network (NALN)

• Membership in the Network is free, and people can sign up 
as an individual or as an organization where all staff are 
eligible for benefits

• NALN products and services include:

• Informational Webinars

• Agricultural Conservation Easement Program-

Agricultural Land Easements (ACEP-ALE) Resources and 

Support

• Workshops

• State, Regional, and Topical Roundtables

• Online Community Platform & Resource Library

• Monthly Network Newsletter

• Access 1,600+ like minds by joining the NALN at 

https://farmland.org/national-agricultural-land-network

• Join the NALN BPS community today for details on the 

next quarterly BPS roundtable.
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Land Transfer Navigators (LTN)

• Multi-year initiative in partnership with the NALN and 
NRCS, focused on farm transfer

• Offering grants to farmers and ranchers

• Training service providers as "Navigators" to provide direct 
1:1 support

• Building regional networks to strengthen local support

• Launching a virtual transfer resource hub with tools, 
guidance, and stories from farmers



Why protect 
farmland?

We are losing our best 
farmland. Forever. 

Protection Toolbox
• Agricultural 

conservation easements
• Succession planning
• Land access 
• Planning for agriculture
• Viability programs



Agricultural
Conservation 
Easements

• A voluntary legal agreement 
between a landowner and a 
conservation organization or 
governmental agency

• Keeps land available for 
farming and ranching

• Limits certain uses and 
activities that are not 
compatible with agriculture

• Most are permanent



What is farm 
viability?

Strategies and 
programs that 
enhance the 
profitability of a 
farm business. 



Why is farm 
viability 
important?

Conservation 
outcomes

Rural community 
viability

Easement 
ROI



Toolbox Implementation: WI Farmland 
Protection Partnership

Agricultural 
Easements

• Secure 
conservation 
values

• Landowner peace 
of mind

• Cash-in-hand 
from easement 
purchase

Conservation Cost-
Share

• Contract 
payments for 
practice 
implementation

• Stewardship 
enhancement

Economic Activity

• Financial security 
for  landowners 
through 
diversified 
revenue

• Proceeds and 
extra capital for 
purchases of 
local goods and 
services, labor, 
etc.  



Federal Viability Programs

• Environmental Quality 
Incentive Programs (EQIP)

• Federal Crop Insurance 
Corporation (FCIC) Programs

• Sustainable Agriculture 
Research & Education (SARE) 
Grants

• Value-Added Producer 
Grants (VAPG)



State Viability Programs

• Agricultural District 
Programs

• Farm Building and 
Equipment Extensions

• Property Tax Relief 
Programs

• Right-to-Farm Laws



Local Viability Programs

• Land Use and Zoning 
Ordinances

• Agricultural Commission and 
Advisory Boards

• Geographic Preference 
Procurement Policies



Activity:

What viability programs have had or would have the 
most impact on farm businesses in your geography?



Research Review: Easements,  
Conservation, and Economic Impacts

• Outcomes: Farm and 
Ranchlands Protection 
Program
• Protected farmland in high-

pressure areas
• Land acquisition and loan 

downpayment
• Encouraged conservation 

practices
• Business investments



Number of practices adopted by FRPP landowners.

Research Review: Easements,  
Conservation, and Economic Impacts

Credit: Dempsey 2024



Conservation 
Practice 
Adoption:
Permanence 
Effect

Credit: Dempsey 2024



Economic Impacts of Farmland Protection in 
Wisconsin
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