


Farmer-Led Group Decision Making Framework
Defining Group Membership, Practices, Topics of Interest, & Eligibility Criteria
 for the Batch & Grow Cover Crop Program
Overview & Purpose of This Document
This guidance worksheet is designed to support existing and emerging FLGs in defining their membership criteria, selecting preferred conservation practices, and developing a clear, transparent process for deciding which applicants will receive financial and technical support through the Batch & Grow Cover Crop Program. 
A. Defining FLG Membership
Please identify what criteria your FLASH group uses to define its membership.
1. How does your farmer led group define membership? (Check all that apply and/or write in your own):
☐ Attends at least 1 in-person farmer led group meeting per year
☐ Attends ______ (#) in-person farmer led group meetings per year
☐ Attends or hosts at least one field day or webinar affiliated with the FLG
☐ Signs up for the FLG email list
☐ Other (please describe): _____________________________________________
☐ Other (please describe): _____________________________________________

2. Does membership require payment of any fees?
☐ No
☐ Yes  
> How much? $________
> How often is the fee collected? ________________________________________
> What will the funds be used for? _______________________________________
> Who manages the groups’ funds? ______________________________________

3. Is membership ongoing, or does it require renewal?
☐ Ongoing (once a member, always a member unless removed)
☐ Annual renewal required
☐ Renewal required every ______ years
☐ Other (please describe): _____________________________________________
4. Do members need to live or farm in a certain area? (Check all that apply)
☐ Must live in [specific county/counties]: _______________________________________________________
☐ Must farm in [specific watershed(s)]: __________________________________________________________
☐ Must reside or operate within X miles of [location]: ___________________________________________
☐ No geographic boundaries—membership is open, based on the previously-defined criteria
☐ Other (please describe): ________________________________________________________________________

5. Who is responsible for verifying membership and maintaining access to these records?
_______________________________________________________
B. Administration of Batch and Grow Cover Crop Program 
Please indicate eligibility requirements and preferences for applicants and define the fiscal agent for the program. 
1. Please indicate the conditions required or preferred for participation in the Batch & Grow Cover Crop Program. (Indicate all that apply and/or write in your own):
	Condition
	Required
	Preferred

	Member of FLG as defined in Section A
	 
	 

	Farms within region or watershed specified here: 

	 
	 

	Participation in FLG events (meetings, field days, etc.)
	 
	 

	STAR participation records (verified by staff)
	 
	 

	Participated in Batch & Grow previously
	 
	 

	New cover crop user
	 
	 

	Other:
	 
	 

	Other: 
	 
	




2. Please designate the fiscal agent for the Batch & Grow Program. The fiscal agent will work with and administer payments directly to local contractors: 

_________________________________________________________________________

C. Determining Practices for the 2026 Batch & Grow Cover Crop Program 
Please indicate your selections for the program.
1. Which cover crop seed mixes would you like to offer? Please indicate between 2-5 options. 
☐ Seed Mix #1 (before corn): ______________________________________________________________________
☐ Seed Mix #2 (before soybeans): ________________________________________________________________
☐ Seed Mix #3 (before ______________): _____________________________________________________________
☐ Seed Mix #4 (before ______________): _____________________________________________________________
☐ Seed Mix #5 (before ______________): _____________________________________________________________
2. Which application method(s) would you like to offer? 
☐ Drone, contracted out
☐ Drill, contracted out
☐ Drill, farmers use their own equipment
☐ Other: ___________________________________________________________________
3. Please list up to 3 suggestions for contractors, as applicable:
☐ Seed Dealer 1: _____________________________ / Contact: __________________
☐ Seed Dealer 2: _____________________________ / Contact: __________________
☐ Seed Dealer 3: _____________________________ / Contact: __________________

☐ Drone Operator 1: _____________________________ / Contact: __________________
☐ Drone Operator 2: _____________________________ / Contact: __________________
☐ Drone Operator 3: _____________________________ / Contact: __________________

☐ Custom Drilling 1: _____________________________ / Contact: __________________
☐ Custom Drilling 2: _____________________________ / Contact: __________________
☐ Custom Drilling 3: _____________________________ / Contact: __________________
4. Please indicate your interest in additional practices. 
☐ Reduced tillage: No-till, Strip-till
☐ Nutrient management 
☐ Pollinators/buffers
☐ Other: ___________________________________________________________________
E. Defining Topics of Interest
Please indicate the top 3 topics of interest for potential field days or workshops.
1. Which topics are of interest to your FLG?
☐ Ag Marketing, Connecting to Buyers with Sustainability Goals
☐ Biologicals, Biochar
☐ Cover Crop Decomposition and Biomass
☐ Cover Crop Management, New Techniques and Strategies
☐ Cover Crop Termination Support
☐ Economics of Conservation
☐ Edge-of-Field Practices
☐ Engaging Non-Operating Landowners
☐ Equipment Modifications, Shed Tour
☐ Farmland Protection
☐ Planting Green
☐ Precision Planting
☐ Smart Solar
☐ Soil Health and Assessments
☐ Succession Planning
☐ Water Quality
☐ Other: ________________________________



